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PLEASURE 


l! was 20 years ago today (ог near enough} that the author of two 
of Doctor Who's mos! tolked-about serials disappeared Into the 
wilderness to live among the Not-We Now, at last, BWM has caught 
up with Christopher Bailoy and ol those burning questions can 
finally be answered! "Yes, | am the bastard child ol Tom Stoppard 
and Kate Bush!" he tells Benjamin Cook (эмийн мө нэмэн à 
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“| DIDN'T REALLY KNOW DOCTOR WHO, BUT | WAS 
CONVINCED BY WHAT CHRISTOPHER BIDMEAD 
WANTED TO DO WITH THE PROGRAMME ...“ 
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"WHAT I WOULDN'T DO NOW - AND WAS WRONG TO DO THEN - WAS NAME 
CHARACTERS IN A CHEAP BRITISH TV PROGRAMME AFTER CONCEPTS THAT ARE 
IMPORTANT TO BUDDHISM. IT WAS IMPERTINENT OF ME ...” 
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“THE BRITISH EMPIRE STUFF WAS A JOHN NATHAN- 
TURNER BIT OF 'CAMPERY' - A LAZY WAY TO 
CONVEY A THEME. IT DIDNT NEED TO BE LIKE THAT." 
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MARY 
WHITEHOUSE 


EXPERIENCE 


The National Viewers' and 
Listeners’ Association - bunch of 
killioys, right? Right? Well, not 
according to Jonathan Morris. 
Here, he takes a look back at 
Doctor Who's run-ins with the 
‘moral majority’ - and advises 
us to listen without prejudice to 
what they had to say 


(916 March 1984, and a ten-yenr-old boy is 
‘having his arms pulled out. Two elder boys have 
knocked him ото his knees, grabbed him by he. 
wis and are now playing far with him. 
He is begging them to stop, This и happening ar 
Milverton Primary School, Somerset, the day 
after Episode Three of Tie Cows f Aniani wis 

Broadcast, The boys are re-enacting Door Who 

Docor Who hax frequently been accused of having a 

‘malign influence on children, most боом) by 

moral campaigner Mary Whitehouse during the 

19708. We're used to hearing the how producen», 

directors and writers defending their work, rubbish- 

in accusations thar hey were ever irresponsible and 
working the complaints made against them. As fans, 
бус always tended to side with them, and we rarely 
have any Inclination to see Ве other side ofthe arg 
ment, But wharf hose complaints were, in ac, ut 
iof? What if his perception of Doctor Who as being 
excessively violent had a detrimental effect upon the 
iti was ве case, who's to blam 

Imitable violence is something to be avoided, 

ө» Jahn Beyer, the Director of MedWatch UK. the 

in organisation formerly known as the 

National Viewers and Listener” Association, “it is 

demonstrating a technique of сеен, These are not 

the коп of ideas we should be instilling in our chil 

Area But obviously what this shows is (hat Door Whe 

Was never intended asa children's programme Ir was 

aas for adus 

lt comes as something ofa surprise to ear such an 

‘opinion expressed, as is usually only Door Who 

devotees who are absolutely convinced that it an 

adult programme. “Decor Who was to grab the adults, 
so that they would stay with the ВВС righe through 

Saturday evening" explains John. "When you've only 

pot two channels, and you've actually got to get up off 


26 DWM 327 


Sse 


Your backside to change channels, ТУ was all abaut 
capturing an audience сабу ia the evening. think the 
«kien were jst used an а meam to gt their panes 
to watch T enhn Came or whatever was on af 
wands. o that explana why the produces ought 

Wat kind of lence was acceptable, because k was 


really target at an adult audience 
The potm an to whether Doctor Who was ended to 
Pe viewed by children or not an important one, 


particularly оп those occasions where the programme 
Ala o any thc rules toc children's programming 
Certainly a ar as kids were concerned. t was the 
onen ups programme they were allowed to муу up 
and watch Die Wie had a reputation aniongst Kale 
an the ad Boy of television, wa violent. t an 
Scan, was rock'n'roll, Bt, occasionally tbe writers, 
dictos and producers went too far, and the mar 
Was a programme usen or anios nection 
ө pudicnce. This was flagrantly responsible, and 
It was ia тгэролч ty Бэ ultimately brought 
about the programme s downfall Because, in the end, 
Rad Boy repucitions cach up with you 

Of course, s young uns we loved it when Decor 
Whe played bad We ого being tried, we п 
‘shed gare and gut. and most of эй we loved the 
hearcstopping cliffhanger. Cliffhanger tat gripped 
you and lefi your stomach chuing with excitement. 
fora whole weeh. Clillhangers that made you umriy 
deserat tor the next instalment 

“The only thing thar the National Viewers and 
Listeners’ Association ever enticed about Doriar Whe 
were the endings.” notes Join. "The endings where 
the hero weas in obvious danger, Became for a child a 
werk isa very long time, and for dhe to spenda 
whale week nor knowing thcir hero is safe would 
сине them real psychological and emotional distur- 
once That was Mary Whutehocse's principle obj 


on to Des Wie, ut at the end of every eps de 
narrative closed ой at a point before the aen 
new the Doctor was safe. The «тө and eu or 
mang kids was very rl 

This point was addressed in David Астон 
ноут booklet for BC producers, The Pormat f 
Walnut la Tes rage te О Glas. The 
Booklet advises thar “anal children in parclar work 
in och shorter dimensions of tun than alta 
Tomorrow k 0 long way of, next week an ern, 
aver In ахас programmes, drama serial or 
fatur Пине divided ot several episodes, the dra 
matic его оору sol be treated with 
‘notion . toc young children even 2 werk muy be нэг 
ong to wait w renourance that the character wh 
whom they dem are sae 

oun certainly remember experiencing his fear and 
mie. Fm sate 1 enjoyed it for what was. ind cc 
fit eund the odd nightmare dont think cic 
any long term psychological damage. Well, cxi 
that became à aser Whe an, bot whether or noe hut 
тийбе» э long-term psychological damage ~ 
question beyond the scope of his particular article 

poi ова Beyer that some бит сай te ny. 
ae, "Well, maybe they asd the zie ut hunk, 
"be guidelines should ve been enforced, ad the 
ВВС should have made sre the programmo чс 
the guidelines. What we're talking abot is the 
‘psychological arm tha it may have on ore vir 
given tha the BBC marketed this show crt 
pretence that it was a children's programme hey 
shoul ve done away with the pretence and had 1t 00 
at eight or nine o'clock in the evening, giving a clear 
Чала! hat it was oot for children.” 

The chassie example of Dador Ин ‘going too fr э. 
‘ofcourse, the camper to Pan Thr of Thr Deadly 
анал, where the Doctors hend is held underwater 


өсөөд эө» demonstrating a readily ital ech 
ка f violence, i э realistic sewing, Ыл И quite 
элби breached the ВС own guidelines by 
рте a stuation in which the hero i not merely 
imperiled bat is shown to be unequivocally dead. а. 
+ powerful moment, but watching t now one 
uncomfortably aware of bow i uta at odds with the 
spirit and contest ofthe programme as 2 whole 

“og. 2s n docs, at the end of an изд ole 
pode hich salame predi the doop 
ire of татам ehe computer games and 
= ocs the body coment feat of being the mast 
podes 25 minutes ће programme's history (The 
‘Over looks for the Master inthe Maris, He im t 
abere), the citar mental visceral and pro- 
longed. Today you never get ry with such scene 
tbe end ot a childrens programa broadcast at five 
was past sn. he бИ made a great impact 
upon many of п viewers, one of whom was an 
төзе Michael Grade, who Iter described ir 
> a her draping sequence, which achieved the 
rique f ot риф ¿Mary Whitehouse and myself 
on the same se income ming i 

This scene was the culmination of the tar mone 
dul approach adopted by produce diy 
Inch. А onlingimprovcment in production. 
‘ales coincided with aew innovation, such as 
echoes, priiis to some ofthe sos shoei 
ing and memorable ТЬ трт in che programmes 
cy Ban what a also interesting to note B that this 
с more than atf über, saw what Hace 
denied as са lak ofcrnphssis on peung avery 
чихэр diffhange tbe end of cach episode, 

Those ciffhungers were seperblyrafcd. Nothing 
Ske them had секса achiewd ол British television 
before Each one raised the dramatic ante, 10 place the 
Doctor or his companion in more obvious, mareen 


tain and more grisly danger than ever before. Ifthe 
episode ending occurred at the point of crisis, then 
the moment would be snatched away from the viewer 
atthe moment of greatest impact. As script editor 
Robert Holmes described the approach whe 
viewed by the Daily Expres, "When Doctor Whe started, 
asa trae children’s programme, the monsters were 
rubber and you saw them almost at once. What horri 
без mares the occasional flash of monster bis and 


Pieces of one.” 

But, more ofen, the cliffhangers would now occur 
ata later point, where the situation presented would 
по longer be the Doctor is under threat, how will he 
grt oot of that” but rather the Doctor has нм been 
ied, ids, pet over ir 


his approach had been used sparingly 
before, but rarely with the conviction dis- 
played during the Hinchliffe era. И was 
this shift in emphasis that brought the 
show to the atention ofthe National 
Viewers’ and Listener Assocation, a the 
programme began to wilfully transgress 
the MC's own code of conduct and, indeed, seemed 
actively and consistently encourage controversy 
тєв difficult to understate the impact thar this 
particular controversy had in setting the seal on the 
show's Bad Boy reputation. Doctor Who already had a 
playground caché far being a litle dangerous, but 
пон that reputation had beet brought rudely to the 


attention of parens and future Director Generals. 
Parents became wary of the programme = in my class 
at school two kids were forbidden from исп И, 
for fear i would traumatise them (they were also 
forbidden from enjoying Grange Hil, which had. 
reputation tor causing bad ls V апос 
behaviour), and a couple more reed to watch i 
because they Бай been terrified by other kid lurid 
tiles o the terrifying Daleks, Mandreis and Nimon. 

And, ofcourse t changed the nature of the show 
‘Ache хат tme that the ВВС Director General was 
apologising to the NVALA with the words," with 
hindsight, the Mead of Department 


have liked to have cut өш им a few more frames of 
the action than he did", that particular Head of 
Department, BiN Slate, was contacting Graham. 


Willana to offer him the producers’ job, А Graham. 

related in WI: “Pretty well the day the row broke 

about Tv Deadly Asco, Б Slater xaid, Ше 

ming on, wl you like vw take over cr Wa 
А would have born in November 1976: Philip 


in mid-air while they laugh, A lot of this 
d deliberate shock horror. was not very 


However, the other directive that Graham received 
was to take the 


rogramme even further away from. 
id kiddy lad "In other words, to make it a show 
which appealed mainly to adults and older children. 
and thus remove the problem ofver young children 
washing it eis doubtful whether Wiliams succeed: 
«in this forall heir sophistication, stories such as 
сац Of Death and The Nightmare Of Eden still held л 
strong fascination бөг primary school children. 
including this writer în particular. But a 
confirms the idea that the BBC considered 
a programme for teenagers and adults; show which 
children should be discourage from watching, Or, at 

st, thar was the official line they took when they 
received complains 


“1 wanted to appeal to older children = those of 12 
and 13, as well a to the adults in the audience, and 

that meant having more plausible situation,” Philip 
Hinchcliffe admitted in DWM. "We were puting out 
stuff hat would frighten fouryear-olds, Js up to the 
parents to monitor the TV output they allow into their 


homes 
This is common argument put forward amongst 
television producens, which is either startlingly nave 
or an attempt to renounce any responsiblity for one's 
own work. Robert Holmes also repeated this stance In 
DWM: "1 wanted to toughen it, пу to make it more 
adult = to widen the audience and incorporate the 
mums and dads, who previously just sot their children 
down to watch i... parent) think they have a 
sensitive child then hey don't let ir watch these 
mmes, s not up to television to enter for the 


ON OCCASIONS, THE PROGRAMME 
WAS UNSUITABLE FOR A SIGNIFICANT 


SECTION OF ITS AUDIENCE 


Hinchcliffe wouldnt be informed that he was moving 
оа unt the following January: "Basica 1 had no 
Фокел he recalled. * dirt know 1 was being 
placed until Graham Williams walked in the door." 

Higchcille had intended to leave the show anyway 
and it would be wrong to suggest thar being asked to 
work on another ВВС series was anything other than a 
Teslamentio his success as a produce of adl orin 
ted dram. However, ins worth considering that 
when a later Director General found himself m a 
similar predicament, the option of changing the 
production tam was not open to him, and so he had 
to take more drastic measures 

Ива fimilia story that Graham Williams was 
asked to “ensure that the violence didn't reach those 
зол of protest levels”, and indeed it was a policy he 
happily endorsed, as he related to ни “To me, 3 
oto what Philip had dooe went too Би. One of the 
бюз Ln Ceris ofthe Dele lad Lis Sladen 
Climbing op a rocker gantry ... Oo reaching the op. 
sheis liberal пра! by her captors and ict 


minority of kids who might be influence, 
There is something of a contradiction in this 
argument, in that Robert Holmes admits that parents 
would cave their children to watch Doctor Who unat 
tended, bot then goes on to say that if the parents 
disapprove of the show's content they should restrict 
‘hel child access to и. One might arge that he was 
trying to encourage parents to monitor their chil 
dren's viewing by making show that would appeal 
to them to, but doing so by increasing the violent 
content is a rather peculiar way of going about it 
‚Robert Holmes famous admitted io the Daily 
"apres, in defence of The Dll Анани "Of course i 
"no longer a children's programme. Parents would be 
terribly irresponsible to leave a six-year-old o watch i 
alone. h's geared to the intelligent 14-year-old, and 
wouldn't ler any child under ten sce it, 
"But the fact is hat parents did eae yo 
watch the show unattended, for rhree simple reasons: 
Doctor Who was a programme with a grear appeal for 
children, which was advertised as a children's 
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me thar thing 
evant to look at 


GENESIS OF THE DALEKS 


John Beyer: "i ink 
по eyes, empty! 4 
демше, ишене 
Бератадму during 
йеп «aon by shop 


THE SEEDS OF DOOM 


sit meant the very young 


THE CREATURE 
FROM THE PIT 


THE PRODUCERS AND WRITERS WERE 
BREAKING THE RULES — THE NVALA'S 
SONFESINTS WER WARRANTED 


ut they wlll no longer below in 

be frightened by it 

has no objection to omnibus 

because they do away with АИТ 
ве next scene, Р say 

une tension.” 

te ftom potential 
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E-Spoce spells deep 
trouble for the TARDIS 
crew (and a certain 
newcomer) as Mistfall 
evokes Elitism, evolution 
and eight-legged freaks 
“I've done Full Circle!” 
cries 
E 


The TARDIS leaves Earth for Galifrey, but 
йолага does not want to spend the rest of her 
Meith the Time Lords. Ea rte, Kg loses 
control f he TARDIS. Mer materias, 
the scanner shows Outer байуу ие. 
"es, but when the Doctor and Romana 
Venture outside they ind an abundant forest 
Narby a lakeside community в informed by 
Drath, the frst of ts three Оке, hat 
isl coming to the world of aru, nd 
they mus sheher inside a colony spaceship 
"alid the Startins group of youngsters 
aled Outer have rebelled against the 
Decider and le in a cave overlooking the 
“Starliner. Their leader is Varsh, whose younger 
brother, an Eile called Adré, wishes to join 
ten, Ari must frst passa test, stealing 
some ref form te Сев, but he 
seen and pursued by Dr. Adri sees the 
Decider pulled beneath a swamp gasping 
“Weve come ful orde". 


The Citizens erter the Starliner and the 
doors are sealed against the toc Mol. 
ef becomes frst Decider and he and Garif 
‘decide to appoint Login whose daughter 
Keara isan Outer ste new third Decider, 
Adr find the TARDIS where he explains what 
happened to Dri The Dotor and Romana 
haw discovered that the TARDIS has ar 
с correct co-ordinates for Galle. bt the 
co-ordinates are negative. The Doctor and Kg 
venture ot into the marshes lo vestit 
Ane story and find that the mist в actually 
harmless They watch as strange marsh 
‘creatures rise frorn the depths ofthe lake 


The marsh creatures aclimatise very ик 
and move of int the forest, followed by Ko, 
Ari joins the other Outlers n the cave to 
explain about Drath and the TARDIS, and 
Varsh decides that they wil take control of 
"Be TARDIS to sheher in during Ms, 


Romana is bie taken prisoner by the 
Outes but then the TARDIS s picked up 
and carried back to the Outer cave by he 
Marshmen. Kg enters the cave, but the 
Marshman leader knocks the robot's head 
off. The creatures intend to use the TARDIS 
a5 a battering ram against the Starliner, 

In the Starliner, Nefred is disturbed by 
the secrets he has learnt from the System 
Files. Не delivers a morale-boosting speech 
"o the Citizens about continuing their work 
to repair the Starliner so that they may 
turn to their ancestors" home planet, 
Terradon Finding the TARDIS gone, the 
Doctor enters the Starliner, only to be 
flowed by an inquisitive young marsh 
creature, Both are soon captured. While 
the creature i given toa scientist caled 
Dente, the Doctor meets the three Deciders 
inthe Great Book Room. 

When the Marshmen suddenly leave the 
Cave, Romana and the Outlers venture бот 
the TARDIS to find strange marsh spiders 


hatching from the verfi. The Outlers 
panic and dematerialise ће TARDIS leaving 
Romana behind in the cave. One ofthe 
spiders attacks her and she collapses 


and explains Nerd secret; the Starliner 
has been ready to depart for centuries, but 
none of the Citizens know how to pilot the 
vessel back to Terradon, Adi tels the 
Doctor that Romana has vanished from the 
TARDIS. The infected Romana is descending. 
tote entry hatches of the Starliner wich 
she opens, allowing the Marshmen to swarm 
aboard the ship 


As бене starts his secret experiments on 
‘the marsh creature, under the auspices ofthe 
Decider, Login asks the Doctor about the 
truth concerning Mil, since Keara may 
sill be alive. The TARDIS materie in the 
Starliner with eara amongst the ute, 
and the Doctor returns to the cave in his ship 
with ric There they find Romana ina 
strange state of amnesia, affected by the 
spider bite. The Doctor pilots the TARDIS 
hack to the Starliner so that he can ue 
Deuter’ laboratory to find a cure, He is 
horrified to see that Dexter has advanced 
his experiments on the captive Mardi 
The creature gets free, kils Deneter, and в 


TheOulers assigned to a repair crew come 
under attack from Marshmen, but Keara and 
Varsh manage to escape, joining the Doctor 
and Adrie at бене science unit, While 
the Deciders determine the action necessary 
10 рока the Cies, the Doctor rey 
meets the infected Romana by the TARDIS 
and then works in the science unit to com- 
рит ONA samples from he Marsh, a 
dead spider and Deveter which are al the 
same. The Marshen attack the science unit 
but are beaten back by blasts of open, and 
the Doctor is able to inject Romana with a 
serum which cores her Yarı becomes 


then electrocuted. In the TARDIS, Romana 
feels the creature's pain; veins He those of 
a Marshman nov cross her face 

The Doctor angrily confronts the Deciders 


Short tips: The TARD в going nowhere fast aboard he stranded Siorino 


hen Christopher Bidmead joined Doctor Who as the show's new 
script editor, just before Christmas 1979, he was dismayed to find 
ли no potential serials for Season Eighteen had been lined up 
by his predecessor, Douglas Adams. As be started to assemble 
scripts in the new yeas, there was one storyline, submitted a few 

months earlier, which caught his eyes The Plane That Slept by Andrew Smith. Seeing 

the possibilities of the story, Bidmead contacted the writer who was based in 

Rutherlan in Scotland, and discovered that he was only 18 years old. 

Andrew Smith had always been keen to write and was an ана Doctor Who fan, 
having written foc the Doctor Who Appreciation Society fanzine TARDIS. Interested 
in pursuing a fulltime writing career after school, Smith had joined the Writer's 
Guild and had been submitting material to comedy series such as Not he Nine 
O'Clock Ne and Werk Ending as well as Radio Scotland's Naked Radio, His first 
submission to Doctor Who had been The aeo Caius, a storyline rejected in August 
1978 by Anthony Read, who had encouraged Smith to suggest farther ideas. 

Smith's original outline surrounded a shy and withdrawn Marshchild (whom 
Bidmead called Marsha"). The Doctor, Romana and Kg arrive on Alzaris ata 
time of mists when the Marshmen rise from the swamps; the Marshchi на 
passive freak who is attacked by the others of her kind and seeks sanctuary in the 


In the Great Book Room, the Doctor confronts the Decide over the truth about 
the Starliner's preparation 


You accuse us of wilful procrastination. 
Yes, the wilful procrastination of endless procedures. You want 
to hold onto the old order, 
You understand a great deal Doctor. 
(Flippantly) True, 
(With some dignity) But not everything. 
(Humbled) That's certainly true. 


from by Andrew Smith 


trapped bya Marsan while ying to 
defend the Starliner, and Adi unable to 
save his brother, who ied 

The Marshmen attack the Great ook 
Room and Nfs fatally wounded wth 
his dying words he explains to Gar and 
Login hat their ancestors never left 
Tesradn, The Doctor urges Login to боой 
the Starliner wih oxygen, and the 
Миний enit through the hatches. The 
и ls revealed to Login and ar their 
ancestors were the highly adaptive 


Marshmen who killed the Terradonians and 
‘evolved in their images. 

Adi eaves an image translator from the 
Science unit in the TARDIS so that the Doctor 
and Romana can view negative co-ordinates 
өл the scanner. Having set the Decides on 
ther way off lari in the Starliner, he 
Doctor and Romana repair Ку and consider 
their plight, They have passed through a rare 
Charged Vacuum Emboitment into the nega- 
tive universe вон, Unless they can 
find another CVE, they are trapped 


TARDIS, where she becomes attached to the Doctor. I 
the meantime, a space freighter breaches the Alzarian 
Perimeter, а series of warning beacons designed to keep 
‘raft away from the dangerous planet. The freighter 
crashes and needs minerals from the nearby mountains 
то make перц. The TARDAS = with Romana inside - is 
carried off to the mountain by the Marshmen, and when 
the Doctor and Marshchild attempt to help the crashed 
‘rew obtain thelr minerals, they are captured by 
Marshmen, their leader taking K's skull as a trophy. In 
the mountain tunnels, giant spiders hanch our and board 
the freighter where the crew are making repairs. The 
Doctor defeats the spiders and returns to the TARDIS, 
only to be attacked by the Marshmen. The Marshehild 
sacrifices herself to save the Doctor, the winds clear the 
mists and the Marshmen return to the swamp. 

The new producer, John Nathan Turner, was ken to 
change the lineup of the Doctor's companions to make 
them more vulnerable, He wanted o introduce а new, 
energetic young male character to accompany the 
Doctor and Bidmead agreed that the youth element 
was valuable to the show, Inspired partiy by the Artal 
Dodger from Charles Dickens Oliver Ti, Nathan 
Turner developed a character outline and Bidmead 
christened the youth Adrie, an anagram of the surname 
ofthe English physicist Paul Dirac whose work in quan- 
tum mechanics secured him a Nobel prize in the 19304. The character outline for 
Adrie was issued on Wednesday зо January 198o; at this stage, Айс was noted as 
coming from the planet 'Yerllag (the reverse of Galle) and was led astray by 
his domineering elder brother and gang leader Afus. Абиз would give his life to 
save the Doctor and Romana, The orphaned Adrie would then who stow away on 
the TARDIS and become reformed in his subsequent aves 

Айс was to be inserted into Terrance Dicke script The Wasting, which would 
follow on from The Plane That Slept, and Bidmead discussed with Smith how Аб 
-renamed Varsh could also be inserted into the narrative, with Adel replacing 
elements ofthe Marshchild story The script editor was delighted by Smith's enthu- 
siasm Smith did not mind criticism and was always happy to redraft the material 
as required. Bidmead became keen to form a workshop to encourage young writers 
in scriptwriting and so find new talent for the series, but was advised by the BBC. 
that this could lead to legal complications, 

At the start of 198o, Bidmead also suggested linking some of the serials together 

ıa notion which Nathan-Turner was wary of because of the problems experienced 
оп the Key to Time season. Bidmead persevered and the producer agreed toa. 
trilogy of stories with a linking theme which would remove the random nature of 
the Doctor's travels; the TARDIS would be tapped in the small universe of -Space 


33 


(One man and МА log. The Doctor ond K9 discover changer non lo be при! ew 


and the travellers would embark upon a quest to escape It 
Another extra element added о the storyline by Bidmead and Smith was that of 
evolution; the Marshmen would now have broken into the crashed Terador 


of he Teradonlan crew to breathe the ship's alr, and leamed 
about the sip and its culture from reading he manuals, only the Fist Decider 
would know the truth, А birth, brain analysis would determine if Citizens became 
Norms ос le, with lxs eligible to become Decider, Two Deciders could 
overrule a third, except when information about the System Piles was needed. 
Smith named the crashed vessel the Starliner during а script conference. 

The бим script for The Plana That Slept was commissloned on Monday as 
February to be delivered by Tuesday 1 April the following day the character of 
Adrie was announced in the Being Neus. Smith delivered his first script well ahead 
of deadline on Saturday 23 March. y # time, the concept of a trilogy of serials 
et in E-Space had been fully developed, with the third being ether байн Orders by 
Christopher Priest or Dream Time by Stephen Gallagher. 


4180 with Smith's first erp, the remaining three episodes of The. 
Mane That Slept were rapidly commissioned on Monday 33 March; Smith 
delivered these on the deadline of Friday 25 Apri), Already there were 
minor changes to be made. The Great Book Room was originally a very 
ld room full of books, and there was а separate Decision Chamber for 
the Decider which was renamed to avoid the similarity to the Debating Chamber 
Inthe preceding serial The Last Zoe Thuan (latterly Meglos). There was also а more 
significant subplot with los attempting to wrest leadership of the Outer from 
anh. By now, lt was decided that The Planet That Sept would be the third serial in 
the new season, However, he first story featuring Adrie to be made would be Te. 
Wasting which would be recorded second and broadcast fourth. The role had been 
given to Matthew Waterhouse who was contracted for an initial ao episodes on 
Wednesday 30 Ари as filming began on The Wasting. It was his second television 
Job; in March and April he had worked on the first two episodes ofthe BBC drama 
To Serve Then Al My Doa 
The director fr The Planet That Slept was to be Peter Grimwade who had recently 
joined Doctor Who as a writer on Xeaphin, a prospective serial o end the season, 
Bducated in Cornwall, Grimwade had studied at the University of Wells and then 
completed а postgraduate course in drama at Bristol, where he joined the BBC ax 
‘trainee; he then moved to London to work as film editor. Grimwade been a. 
production assistant оп various Doctor Who serials since peurhed fom Spare and 
had written for Z Can. He had trained as a director and worked ол ВВС Scotland's 
The Omega Factor during 1979 and was a good fiend of Nathan-Tumers from their 
work together on АЙ Out Great nd Small 
Costume design was assigned to Amy Roberts who had supervised Image ofthe 
"АН and would be handling alternate stories їп the new season, starting with The 
Wasting. Make-up was originally assigned to newcomer Antonia Chapman, but then 
reassigned to Frances Needham who was also making her Doctor Who début as 
was set designer Janet Budden. Visual effects were to be handled by John Brace who 
had previously been an effects assistant on serials such as The Байг of Doom. 


A set of rehearsal serps for The Мале That Slept were issued on Friday зо May: in 
this version, Part One opened with a reference to dropping off the Earthling at the 
end of The Last Zlfs-Thuran and had the Doctor specifying the binary co-ordinates 
for Galliftey as "ten zero eleven zero zero by zero wo from galactic centre" (as 
established in Pyramids of Mars) as well as mentioning Leela, Andred and the 
‘original К who had remained on Gallifrey at the end of The Invasion of Time. 

These continuity references were not inserted as throwaway lines, but were part 

of Nathan-Turner and Bidmead's approach towards formulating the Doctor and 
Romana's attitude to their situation, 

‘The script introduced Romana's bedroom which was "very elegant, as elegant as 
Romanas character. This is where she can retreat ftom the stresses of life with the 
Doctor, There are abstract prints on the walls, various pieces of ornamentaion, 
and small bed with a thick white quilt. The circular recesses in he walls remind 
us we ate in the TARDIS. The lighting is subdued." The scene between the Doctor 
and Romana played very differently ће Doctor sat in a comfortable chair opposite 
Romana and discussed how she was originally only assigned to help him with the 
Key to Time (referring to The Ribos Operation) and supposed that the Time Lords 
"reckon you've served your sentence now", The Doctor says that Galliftey is а nice 
enough place” but Romana wants more; "one planet becomes so tiny. want to go 
on leaming, Doctor, Life on Galliftey is static and .. Well. rather ful.” Romana 
also referred to the Doctor fighting the Time Lords and losing in The War Games, 


The TARDIS passed through a Charged Vacuum Emboltment which was “a 
spectacle, like a flickering tunnel in space, occasional brief fingens of ele: 
The scanner showed what the Doctor described as 
both 
lomana, ny 


"rici spurt outwards from i 
"The desert lands of Outer Gallifrey” and “the Citadel of the Time Lord 
seen in The Invasion of Tn, Resigned to her fate, Romana told herself 
gi, you're Just going to bave to pet used to i." 

When Draith was pulled into the swamp, his buckle snags on a tone and le 
ripped off, While tending to Adric's injured leg, the Doctor holds up а small spray 
элё assures him “This won't hurt a bit”, but when the youth incer admits "My 
mistake”, In this verson, Romana was far more concerned about Adri injured 
knee which seemed to heal quickly because of the spray), and there was more 
dialogue with the Doctor telling the boy that he ls Inside the relative dimensions of 
the TARDIS. The Doctor also comments that the Starliner community seemed t 
use propaganda for "Government by myth-management, The script introduced a 
new homing device for the Doctors ship, At the side ofthe swamps, the Doctor 
and Ко found Draith's buckle as evidence of Adric’s story. The Marshmen were 
described as “horrible half. men half beasts, mud slithering down their faces, 


mouths gaping awfully They аге very tall, with a slight crouch, and with large, 
heavy eyebrows which сан shadows over their eyes" 

Inthe script of Par Two, the Doctor commented that the acclimatisation ofthe 
Marshmen was like “beetles coming out of pupation"; the leading figure was 
referred to as the Marsh Leader while the final diminutive figure to appear was the. 
Marshwoman. The Doctor tastes the moisture forming on his Бай and want to. 
analyse it back in the TARDIS, The scene in which Login accept the post of 
Decider was set in his own quarters, which are "Not too spacious, this was once a 
Starliner passenger cabin. Itis ornately furnished, neat and tidy" and Login is sit 
ting on his bunk with his head in hands as Nefred and Garif enter. In the TARDIS, 
Romana overpowers yos by biting his finger, and отоу suggests that “a fresk 
wind" may have carried the TARDIS to the cave rather than che Marshmen whom. 
they watch on the repaired TARDIS scanner. When Ко head is knocked off by the 
Marsh Leader, Romana commented that they always seem to be repairing Ko. 

Entering the Starliner, he Doctor comments оп how the ship is vitally new 
and listens to the floor to find that here are no engine notes; while crouching 
down he sees the Marshwoman. Omri! does not knock the Doctor out when the 
Citizens find him, and he goes along with the captive Marshwoman, assuring her 
that she wil be safe with him. The Great Book Room was described as “the vast 
central reference room at the heart ofthe Starliner. The walls are stepped with 
„еден that access the rows upon rows of manuals lining не chamber“; upon 
Emering, the Doctor finds the room in darkness and asks if there isa power ct 
The Doctor is far more condemning of the Deciders, saying that all their ceremony 
ва on his nerves, Garif explains they allow citizens to think that the mists are 
dangerous to help gather them on board the Starliner, and the Doctor comments 
on this primitive form of government "Rule by fear, With the Deciders doing all the 
deciding.” Nefted replies that they do not enforce their decisions, with байг 
adding that they announce and the Citizens follow. 

The spiders which emerge fom the riverfruit are “almot as large as the fruit 
and later described by the Doctor as "Giant crab spiders, In Pur Three, the scene 


| ма 


Anota for troublo: Mathew Waterhouse moda ир 1o be joining Doctor Who! 


‘wth the Doctor and Leser discussing the Marihwoman was longer and ended 
чїй Login coming to ask the Doctor abour helping to find Keara. As the Ouderx 
саке in the TARDIS, the scanner shows them “the swirling green mist of E- 
Space", After Romana had been rescued and taken into the TARDIS, Adec asked if 
the Doctor could cure her in the same way hat he cured the boy's leg, Having killed 
Leste, the Marshwoman looks around the Science Unit and is atracted by a red 
box marked "Danger - High Voltage Emergency Power Supply"; she rips of the 
level and box cover and is then electrocuted when she touches a red solenoid 
inside The Doctors confrontation of the Decider was different; he claims they 
lack strong leadership and offer only “cardboard imitation". “The Decider are 
perpetuating a fraud. There is no retur trip to Teradon,” explains the Doctor to 
Login, adding the Starliner had not taken ой because “Nefred and Garif and 
doubtless many ofthe Decides before them knew that to make an attempt to get 
to Teradon would mean to surrender their status and power 

In Pan Four, Tylos’ demise was not described at all, and his body was discovered 
by the Doctor in a pile of mud by the TARDIS while Keara, Adric and Varsh hid ina 
cabin. When the Doctor confronts the Marshmen he reprimands them: "Now justa 
Minute... Who do you people think you are... You can't go barging around kiling 
People .. Go on, go home. And take the others with you." While confronting 
Romana outside the TARDIS, the Doctor realises that the Marshmen are not inter 
‘sted in him and wonders why they wanted to "terrorise the Starliners". Teis on his 
wayback to the Science Unit that the Doctor encounters the Marsh Leader who has 
K's head on his club; when the creature is distracted by Varsh and Keara, he grabs 
the head and they escape. When the infected Romana attempts to enter the Science 
Unit, sbe is spotted by Keara, and there was more dialogue from the Doctor as he 
deduced the riddle of the spider, the Marshwoman and Lexeter as well as the ship's 


origins ("They certainly make a fetish of maintenance"), After the Doctor and Adrie 
find Varsh's body, the Doctor asks Adric about his parents and the boy explains 
They're both dead, A long time ago." The scene in which the Doctor explains to 

Login and Gar about the Marshmen adapting was more explicit: “Is quite clear 
rom the cell comparisons, The Marshmen are an evolutionary development ofthe 
рет creatures, And the evolutionary process has continued, When this ship 
‘crushed, the Marshmen swarmed on board, as they did today”, As the oxygen 

sweeps the Starliner, the Doctor lahales deeply: "Ah, omen. Very 
Bood stuff for a headache. Clears away all the cobweba." 

Towards the end of the episode was a scene between Adricand 
Romana in the TARDIS where Kg was repaired. Romana observes 
that Ko is stil more reliable than the TARDIS and explains the ship 
то Adrie. When Adie suggests "You could even visie the other 
sali", Romana scof ший Ко confirms "There are wo galaxien 
Jn his universe, Mistress!" Adri emerges from the TARDIS with 
Romana as the Doctor declines Login's offer to become a Decider; 
during his, Adri slips back into the ship as the Doctor sayy 
"Arriverderqi", In the closing scene, the Doctor comments that he 
asked Adric to find him a Starliner image translator for the 
TARDIS, and the screen shows the Marshmen returning to the 
О 

During pre-production, ir became clear that various modi 
lona would have to be made to the scripts. Some of his was 
Imptaeileal for Smith to undertake himself since he was now 
Involved in other work, and o Bidmead took оп the bulk of the 
rewriting himself. The rehearsal нро were revised on Thursday 
19 June and retitled hil Cirle by Bidmead (although some paper. 
work continued о refer to the veil a The Plane Thar Slept through 
Jo early ШУ. Notable changes were tht Lexeter had been. 
renamed Dexeter (to distinguish the name from Lexa in Meglos) 
and that the Marshwoman had become a Marshehild. The material 
between Dexeter and Draith in Part One was now shifted from the Science Unit t 
the lakeside community; this eliminated the only scene which required Draith in 
studio while other parts of Dexeter's dialogue were reworked for a new studio. 
scene with Nefred and баг The first scene with Adrie was expanded o add the 
new companion's response to Keara' Embarkation question, prefiguring his tnv- 


The Morshmenis pub cra ended in the usual search for fhe ront door keys х ome 
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ls with the Doctor, зада new fim sequence of Adrie finding the TARDIS was 
added, As Romana мале her calculations in the TARDAS, she now considered that 
the dinconinuity the TARDIS paved through has taken them out of real space alto. 
ether, Romana was now also amazed at the fact that the spray had healed Adris 
leg so quick 


ип Three had been found to under-run igni 
scene with Lester and the Doctor 
‘expanded tp also form part of guided tour of the Starliner or the 
Doctor with Login The spelling of Teradon' was alo changed to 
Terradon' at several point in the script, When the TARDIS materialised 
In the Bounding Area and Keara emerged to say Father", the astonished Doctor 
replied "ОВ, no, Hardly” and then sees she is looking a Loi. The material 
between Белет and the кне regarding his secret experiments was signif 
any expanded, ая was the start of he scene where the Outlers were brought 
before the Deciders and the dialogue between the Doctor and Login about how. 
Миг occurs every so years, 

Part Four was also shor, and various elements нето added such as the Doctor. 
finding his ripped waistcoat and more material with Romana ft the Marahınen 
‘on board it was now noted "Romana's face is becoming veined, le the 
‘Marshmen’s*. The conversations between the Doctor and Adec in the corridors 
were expanded, again emphasising Adris rapidly healing knee Scenes of Adrie 

ing the image translator and of Romana recovering and aaking “How id pet 
here? And where are we anyway?" were added. The closing кепен of the serial were 
reworked slighty a new seene of he Doctor showing he Decider how to activate. 
the Starliner's systems was added, with the Doctor sayir 
"o take-off were probably “Мапа by the fist Marshim 

The Drama Early Waring Synopiis on Fall Onde w 


atthe pages refering 


red on Priday n July, the 


As the two main Marshmen, Grimwade selected Barney Lawrence as the Marsh 
Leader and Norman Bacon as the Marshehild; Lawrence had been an uncredited 
guard in Зан ef Dray and would appear as an extra in several more Doctor Who ser 
als, while Racon had been an extra in The Sun Make. 

On the moming of Monday 22 July, Lawrence traveled to the location in Black 
Turk to test out a Marshunan costume underwater, The next day, the cast assembled 
fora readthrough of the serial at Television Centre. Location shooting on 16mm 
film began at Black Park, situated behind Pinewood Film Studios in 
Buckinghamshire, on Wednesday 23 July; Grimwade's Бит schedule had a cover 
depicting a Marshman’s hand with be legend "DARE YOU WORK ON IT". 
Andrew Smith travelled down to join the crew, and unfortunately was taken ill, 
throwing up over the costumes. The effect team started work early to experiment 
with the wind machine and dry ice which would create the effect of Mista at the 
lakeside. Two of the extras appeared as swimmers in the lake, and two local swim 
ming expers, Robin Bieron and Mike Hopkins, were on hand each day in case of 
ditliculties in the water. Blessed with sunny, warm weather, Grimwade's team 
imed the sequences ofthe two swimmers being rescued, Drath addressing the 
Citizens, the discussion with Dexeter, and the Outers attempting to steal the 
етти. Occasionally the visual effects mist was a lile too thick and ended up 
obscuring the cast, Also present was a stills photographer from the View Master 
company who was using a special rwin-ens camera to take stereoscopic photo- 
Brapha of the serial which could later be Issued with their View. Master toy 

Thursday 24 July saw more shooting at Black Park, with more lakeside scenes of 
ric swimming and being chased by Drath, Drath’ death, the Citizens heading 
for the Starliner and the Outlen оп the run, Again, the weather was fine, and alien 
lighting effect were created on the foliage by the use of red and green gels over the 
are lights, By now, Waterhouse’ hair had grown and he did not need to wear the 
wig he had sported in State of Dnav as The Wasting had been renamed), For his 
death scene, Maguire was doubled by stuntman Stuart Fell who performed a 


“THE STORY EVOLVED FROM THE 
CONCEPT OF A SHY, WITHDRAWN 
CREATURE BORN IN A MARSH’ 


somersault onto the lakeside mud and was hen dragged into the lake with a wire 
around his lags, pulled by the foymen. For the shot of Draith looming over the 
prone Анк, Grimwade shor from the youth point of view with an сочно кон 
lem. Steve Camden, the азап Kg Operator, wu also present for the location 
shoot, and med some of the day work on hl Anm camera, as did swimmer 
Robin Bleron, This day completed all Mage work on the eral; likewise 
Апап Gibbs as Rysik had also performed all his scenes, 

The final dy at lack Park was friday 25, which concenttuted om the conos with 
the Doctor, Romana, Kg and the Marshmen, Tom Baker and Lalla Ward were In 
fine spirits, having recently become a couple offscreen, More shooting was con- 
duced in the woodlands of Black Park, with Janet Budd design tean 


‘The БА picture. A selchon of slreoscople atls taken during е recording о РМ Circle for he 30 Мене Moe koy released 681. += — 


day before Мади concluded recording. In the break before work began on Pull 
Ci Lalla Ward - who played Romana - recorded an appearance on Adk Aspel on 
Monday 14 July; this was broadcast on BBCI the following day, 

The main guest star för the serial was George Baker as Login, active in flims 
since the 19505, Baker had starred in the LWT series Bowler and had featured in 1, 
йш. James Bree, cast as Nefred, bad previously appeared in Doctor Who as the 
Security Chief in The War Gomes. Originally, Grimwade had hoped to cast Billy 
McColl as Tylos, John Franklyn Robbins as Garif and Steve Kelly as the Marshman 
Leader. McColl would later appear in The ral ofa Time Lor and Robbins had 
appeared as a Time Lord in Gensis ofthe Dal, but both were replaced before pro- 
duction, As Draith, Grimwade cast Leonard Maguire whom he recalled from 
Hawkeye, Не Pathfinder in 973; he had also worked with Alan Rowe, playing Gai, 
in Напо of Fang Rack when Не was a production assistant, and Rowe had alto fea- 
{ued in The Моолда and The Time Warrier, Richard Willis, cast as Varsh, had 
worked on series such as The Feathered Serpens, and June Page and Bernard Padden 
‘who played Keara and Tylos had also been child performers with TV experience 
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dressed the aren; powder paint was used on the foliage along with the strong 
coloured lights, and a flock of pigeons = painted with a non-tovic coloured powder 
то make them appear more exotic were released from behind a tree trunk in one 
shot. The area was also dressed with latex web for some of the marsh scenes, For 
scenes ofthe arisen Marshmen, Grimwade opted to use a fish-eye lens for some 
shots of the creatures, With the morning shoot completed, Baker went to the near- 
by Crooked Billet pub for lunch still in costume; the actor Was delighted to ger back 
his buccaneer boots fot the serial because ofthe marshy terrain. Wand was also 
pleased with her costume, made in her favourite colour - red, 

Jn the afiemoon, the scenes with Kg were filmed, but even after his recent refit 
the radio-controlled dog did not move along easily. As time was Jost getting Kg to 
move, Nathan-Turner discussed the problems with Nigel Brackley who handled the 
dog's radio control; eventually Brackley removed the side ofthe prop and хан that 
the rubber reads fed by visual effects were clogged with mud. The final shot to 
be filmed was ofthe Marshmen rising from the swamp, since Grimwade wanted a 
low afernoon sun in the background. The divers spent half an hour. 


derin Mack Park lake of obstacles, and Не Marshmen actors then pot into роц. 
ton In the water, which was сай from the dry ce The first take saw the Marshmen 
Tin too quickly because of the ar in their costumes and because it was dificult to 
“we the submerged actors, und so a second - lower take was performed, this 
‘time with the сам holding onto heavy stage weight beneath the surface, 
‘Rehearsal for studio recording on the serial began at the BBC's Acton Rehearsal 
oom on Tuesday ag July with the rwo Bakers = Tom and George — getting on well 
together. 

By now, the notion of the Doctor healing Adres knee with the spray had been. 
dropped and this was developed into the notion of be Alzarian ability to heal 
quickly The material with the Doctor and the Marshchild entering the Starliner in 
Part Two was alo significantly reworked, and the Doctors tour of the Starliner. 
With Login in Part Three had been expanded, The death of the Marshehild was 
rewriten so that t was now electrocuted when attracted to an image of the Doctor 
‘on the Science Unit creen, Another rewlte on Part Three was to expand the scenes 
With Dexter and the Deciders discussing the dissection even further. The scene 

“bin was shifted to the Great Book Room to avoid building an extra set, 
‘Outlers now hid in the Science Unit rather than he cabin in Part Four the 
material of Nefted learning the secrets in Part Two was alo added. The dialogue 
between Romana and the Ours about Mistfall in Рал Two was reduced, as was 
the Doctor's first meeting with the Decides n Part Four, the attack on the Science 
Unit was restructured as was los death, and at the end ofthe episode, the 
Doctor's farewell scene in the Boarding Area way expanded to emphasise that the 
Citizens were neither Terradonians nor Marshmen. 


‘cording began in Studio 3 at Television Centre on Thursday 7 August 
with an evening session from 7.3opm to торт. The schedule for the 
first evening was to cover the scenes in the TARDIS Control Room and 
Romana's Quarters, with John Leeson dubbing Kg' voice on the loca 
tion film wherever possible. 


been removed for the scene where Айс was meant to show Romana that his leg 
Was healed. The movement of he TARDIS being carried was achieved by rocking 
the camera and pulling the hatstand over. Recording was largely in story sequence, 
араг rom scenes at the end where Romana's room was vandalised. In the mean- 
time, Ward went to make-up to have scotchlite paint lines added to her face so hat 


a buelgren lighting pattern could be superimposed on the veins - an element 
Which executive producer Barry Letts advised should not be too graphic. In the 
meantime, scenes with the Doctor and Adrie were recorded, followed by the close- 
ups ofthe infected Romana; for these, Ward kept screaming too loudly, distorting 
the sound on tape. As with the location shooting, the photographer fom. 
View-Master was present to takes stills between takes, 

Friday E was to begin with an afternoon recording ftom 2.30pm to $ дорт prior 
to the usual evening recording. Scheduled first was the scene in Part Four of 
Romana lening the Marshmen out of he Starliner, After this, he set was redressed 
as another Lower Deck Section area for scenes of the Marshmen coming in and out 
‘ofthe ship as well as Need’ death scenes; these sequences were scheduled 
around make-up changes for Ward and Bree, and during one Marshman scene, 
Lawrence accidentally pulled the hatch wheel off the door, The set was then 
Tedressed again as another entrance hatch, and Budden got special permission to 
(ве some af the studio lighting gantries to raise and lower doors and hatches on 
the Starliner sets, Dressed in their identical green jackets, Bree, Rowe and George 
Baker were soon nicknamed "The Decider Sisters”, With these Starliner scenes 
completed, the cameras were then moved to the Cave set where Grimwade intend- 
ed record as far as the first scene of Part Two by the end of the afiemoon. 
Unfortunately, the recording was more complex and time consuming than the 
director had planned for. Grimwade had aimed to complete the cave scenes first, 
which included roll'backand-mix effects on a split screen for the demateilisation 
ofthe TARDIS and the spider atack, During the afternoon, Lawrence had been, 
‘coached by Charlie Lumm of the visual effects team on how he needed to knock the 
head off te Kg pro; the head ftom the dummy Kg was attached to the neck ofthe 
radio-controlled prop by a piece of doweling which could be snapped without 
Causing damage, Ir was planned to record the attack on Romana by the Marsh 

spider backwards and then 
reverse it on videodisc: the 
Spider would emerge from a 
prop гаси n a spring. 
mechanism made by Lumm 
and Simon Tayler in one shot, 
nd in another Ward was to 
нара latex spider onto her 
fice after which it would be 
pulled of by а nylon wire 

‘twas hoped that the 
evening would be devoted to 
recording various sequences 
n the Starliner passages; 
Grimwade picked up on an 
‘effect which he had seen 
Michael ant used on The 
hot of Death in 1976 and 
‘opted о have model corridors 
and sections of the Starliner 
cedat the far end ofthe 
Passages by CSO to make the 
Yenel appear larger. Ав it 
med out, ай these passage 
scenes had to be deferred to 
the second recording block because of the lack of times a couple of scenes in the 
Ste set would also ned remounting, This was the ls time that Nigel Brackley 
‘Worked on the seres as the operator of Kg. 

Rehearsals at Acton began again Monday tt August, leading up the start ofthe 
three-day studio recording on Thursday at August, with the View Master represen- 
tative again present. Recording this time took place in TCS, and the first evening 
began with the scenes in the Science Unit for the serial. As far ns possible, these 


The Doctor surveys Romana weckt room. eee 
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were recorded in sequence, but with some scene arranged around make-up 
requirements on Tony Calvin as Dexter for Part Three. Por some scenes, another 
Camera was lined up on the Book Room set to ger shots ofthe Doctor for he monl- 
tor in the Science Units this small CSO screen was rigged to explode with a flash 
charge when broken by the Mars, Waterhouse had problems with the image 
translator prop which pot ний in е microscope For the scene in Part Four 
where the Doctor reproached Adrie over hin theft ofthe Image amio, Tom 
Baker originally played the scene as ifthe Doctor was pleased; when Nathan-Turner 
asked for a retake, Baker asked if be was meant to be playing St Prancis of Assisi 
instead and hereafter took to referring to his producer as "The Vatican”, Aer 
this, wo ofthe scene from the caves were remote from the first block; thse 
were ofthe Doctor and Adri finding the infected Romana in Par Three and the 
technically complex atack on Romana by the spiden in Part Two. 


cording on the afternoon of Friday за August began on the three-level 
set of the Great Book Room. During this session, Calvin had ale о 
notice that two children were visiting the set with their parents and 
swore strongly when he pot his lines wrong; Tom Baker quickly realised 
what had happened and patched matters up with the visitors, It was 
decided to use Alys Dyer as the baby Teradonian seen on board the Starliner; the 
Infant had already appeared as the baby Pangol in The Lan Нін, and was the 
daughter of production unit manager Angela Smith. 

Model shots for the serial were recorded in the evening these comprised the 
„ТАКОВ entering E-Space in Part One (using caption slides for the stars), the 
Starliner taking off in Par Four, and exterior shots of the Starliner on Аан. 

Recording on Saturday 23 August began in the afternoon with all the scenes in 
the Starliner Boarding Area and its adjoining corridor for Parts One to Three, with 
Ary ice used for the mint and the usual roll-back-and-mis split-screen effect for the 


Manhmen attacking, allowing Paden time o be made up with velns for. 
scenes set after hh infection by the Marshmen during this time, scenes for Part 
Three of the TARDIS returning to the Starliner were taped. Similar resequencing 
wis needed to apply or remove the veins from the faces of Willis and Ward, after 
which the Boarding Area scene for Part Four were completed. n the evening, all 
"he passage scenes abandoned from the fir studio session were remounted, with 
the six-foot long model of the Staines power unit placed at the end ofthe corri 
dor with CSO. 

A шрелонаре tranafer sesion for Full Cirle was held on Tuesday 26 August, 
while all the electronic effects were added at a gallery only session in ТСб on 
Wednesday 37. Quantl 3000 was used for various effects, such as placing some of 
the model shots of the Starliner passages into frame and also for the ТАКОВ pas 
Ing into B-Space. А freeze frame of Outer Саву from The Invasion a Time was 
sed to appear on the TARDIS scanner, und the film ofthe sample slides in the. 
Science Unit was electronically rated and tinted. Various shows were played in 
"он motion, notably the Manhmen пм from the swamp and some model shots 


ofthe Starliner in the mist. 

Several items of dubbing also took place on the story; Dralth's line “Tell Dexter 
we've come full circle” was placed over the film sequence for clarity and Romana 'y 
comment “They're only spiders” in Part Two was used twice. Also added were t 
noy announcements оп he Starliner which had not appeared in the camera script; 
these made reference to Unit Leader Dial and Citizen Darchie (the latter named 
after Richard Walter, a fend of Smith's and editor of the DWAS fanzine TARDIS). 

Promotional material for Full Cirle was issued on Wednesday 4 September, 
Focusing on the strengths of a cast with Tom Baker, guest яаг James Bree and the 
introduction of young Matthew Waterhouse as Adee. 

The incidental music for the serial was composed and realised by Paddy 
Kingsland ofthe Radiophonic Workshop who had already handled State of Day 
and the first episode of Meglos, and was then working on the television version of 
“Ти Hitchhiker's Gud to the Galaxy, Grimwade suggested the use of recurrent themes 
for characters, and already a nine bar melody for Adric had been developed in Stale 
of Decay; this was now applied to the Outlen as well. Completing one episode a 
Weck during September, Kingxland'e complete score ran to around 47 minutes 
with repeated cues His colleague Dick Mills had a less comfortable job arranging 
the sound effects, recording а ву full of pigs to for the sounds ofthe Marshmen. 

Small edits were made on Wednesday 7 October; a second was removed from 
Part Two, six seconds from Part Three and fourteen seconds from Part Four. 
Second edits of Parts One and Four were prepared for transmission, and third edits 
of Parts Two and Three. The episodes were dubbed on Wednesday 17, Thursday 18 
and Tuesday 30 September and Wednesday 1 October, with further work on Friday 
10 and Thursday 23 October. 

Matthew Waterhouse’s ТУ début as Briarley in the first two episodes of Te Seve 
Them All My Days was broadcast on BBCx on Fridays 17 and 24 October; Radio Times 


previewed Waterhouse and Smith's work on Full Cinde on Thursday 33 
‘October with a Back Page item entitled Tenge Take Ойт in Doctor Who? 
with a photograph of both youngsters on the Starliner set. 

On Friday 24 October, Baker s decision to leave Doctor Who was 
made public and was covered extensively on the BBC news, with a clip 
om the end of Mes Part Four shown on The Nine O'Clock Neus his 
was followed by a trailer including Kg saying he had lost control ofthe 
TARDIS. Thus, Doctor Who Бай a high pres profile when the first 
episode of Fl Се was broadcast, and Waterhouse was interviewed by 
Noel Edmonds on Multi-Coloured Swap Shop on the morning of Part 
One's transmission. 

On Saturday November, the News of he World came up with its sug- 
gestions for he new Doctor, including Lary Grayson, John Cleese, 
зай Margaret Thatcher, The theme was continued in the Radio Time on. 
Thursday 13 November when viewers submited thelr own ideas 
including the notion ofa woman Doctor and dumb male assistant. 

By now, Peter Davison had already been announced as the Fifth Doctor. 

The 5.40pm slot meant that Dottor Who was til broadcast opposite 
Buck Rage i the 25th Century on TTV; the slick new American film series 
was attracting twice as many viewers as Doctor Who at the time, Though 
Part One saw a marked improvement on the small audience size for 
Mas, Part Two then scored one of the smallest audiences ever for 
Doctor Who - under four million. Fortunately, audiences recovered 
slightly for the final two instalments the final episode also received a 
healthy Appreciation Index score. Nevertheless, the audience was will below six 

million and ouside the top 100 shows ofthe week. 


dei Smith continued to submit story ideas to Doctor Who, but none 
were developed into serials. À four art storyline with a working ile 
"OF Th Torson Triumvirate was commissioned on Tuesday 25 November 
1980 and delivered on Tuesday 9 December three days ahead of 
desine, He was also commissioned on Tuesday o January 1984 for a scene break 
down on à soy called The Pint Sontarans as vo 45-minute episodes, his was deliv. 
«ted to deadline on Monday 13 February, but never developed, 

A publicity postcard of Waterhouse on location for Full Cinde was ней by the 
акбай Printing Con "umn 1980, while January 108 saw he sue of 
the Doctor Who View- Master set from the GAF Corporation; the 21 stereo Images 
appeared on three reels, and were reissued with а View-Maste In a giftset in tos. 

The sound effect ofthe Marshmen was Included on BBC Records’ SiH: Sound 
Hits No 26 issued on LP and casete In 1981 and reissued on CD in урган ual 
апи ton Sound fics Volume 1, The sound ofthe Marshmen emerging was аво 
included on the BBC CD Doctor Who = о Yan at Ае Radiophonic Worahop in 1993, 

Because lt featured the Introduction of Adrie, the serial was repeated the follow 
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ing summer (along with The Кире of Dal which introduced Nyssa), There was no 
promotion in the Кайо Times as he magazine was not being printed because ofan 
industrial dispute. Арап from the last episode, the ratings were general low 
although Parts Two and Four gota larger audience than on іх original broadcast 
opposition on FTV was general local news programmes or rosa, 

Smith novelined his story for WH Allen as Door Who — ull Cd and took the 
‘opportunity to expand his scripts significantly, although Nathan-Turner exercised 
editorial control to have Smith's new epilogue removed from the adaptation, In. 
September 1983, the book was issued simultaneously in hardback by WH Allen and 
paperback by Target with cover ar from Andrew Skilleter; the paperback was attr: 
ly Book No a6 in the Target brary, The paperback formed part of WH Allen's The 
Soon Dacor Who Gif Set in Autumn ig, 

Pull Cirle was shown episodically on UK Gold in May 1994 and since July 1994 
аз been shown in compilation form, In November 1997, the serial was released on 
VHS as part of Doctor Who - The Брет оду from ВВС Worldwide. Kingsland's 
music score was released on CD by ВВС Musie in March 2003 on Door Who at the 
DIC Кайорнонк Worlahap: Volume 4, while the sound effects for Mistll Mis, 
Operating Room and Starliner Instrument Panel were included on the concurrent 
Volume 3. The BBC retal D3 copies ofthe original serial 
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DOCTOR WHO: 
THE SEEDS OF DEATH 
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REVIEWER VANESSA BISHOP 


ty rare to have two Troughton 
stories up for review in the same 
month; even more unusual that 
they should be stories that ran 
together in the same season - The 
Seeds of Death on DVD and The Space 
Pirates released as a soundtrack. The 
‘wo take very different approaches to 
space travel, Space Pirates buying into a 
contemporary fascination with rockets 
and all things NASA, whilst Seeds more 
inventively = gives us T-Mat, the matter- 
transmission booths that have made 
rockets a thing of the past. For al that, 
T-Hat looks like a symbolic gesture. 
Beyond it, The Seed of Death is a stead 
fast 1960 piece of sci-fi, utilising 
well-worn themes like weather control 
and Moonbases In fact, Brian Hayles! 
story's the last ofa breed for Doctor 
Who, But does practice make perfect? 
‘On the commentary, Terrance Dicks 
calls Seeds à strong story with several 
good problems to solve,” and P| go 
along with that. То be honest, think 
its probably the best ofthe season — 
certainly directorially = whieh isn't to 
take anything away from Douglas 
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апбан work on The Invasion, just 
that view Michael Ferguson to be an 
equal heavyweight, and in this bout he 
wins on points. He is what you might 
call a ‘directors director’, and arguably 
the most artistic in Doctor Who's A-team. 
Its not scale or pace he impresses us 
with - though Seeds has a pleasing 
amount of both - but with a breathtak 
ing collection of zooms, blends and 
overlays, shooting from high and low 
angles, through and behind his set 
From the 'espressionistic rocket 
launch, with the countdown ticking 
‘over Gia Kelly's face, to his fim noir-ish 
use of silhouettes, his work has the 
deliberate, polished, Понс quality ofan 
episode of The Avengers 

Ferguson's other great strength is 
casting. Realism in Doctor Who has less 
то do with recognisable settings and 
more to do with performances like Terry 
Scullys distressed and tormented 
Fewsham = so good, its possibly more 
intense than the story feels comfortable 
With Pm less convinced by the Ice 
Warriors. Like Kings, some monsters 
are born great, whilst others have 


greatness thrust upon them, The Seeds 
of Death is an Ice Warrior story, not 
because Brian Hayles has anything new 
to say- as he would later, with The Curse 
of Peladon = but because of script prob- 
lems, and as a cost-cutting exercise in 
using old costumes, Even Ferguson has 
trouble hiding thelr clumsiness and the 
chase sequences fall miserably, 

Having sald that, he Seeds of Death 
vil be appreciated more now, perhaps, 
than when it first arrived on video in the 
mid-1980s. For many, myself included, 
it was (after The Krotom repeat) only the 
second genuine Patrick Troughton story 
we'd seen; and its individual quality 
may have been passed over in the belief 
that there was better to come. Without 
wanting it to sound like a back-handed 
compliment, in 2003 The Seeds o Death 
emerges as the best complete example 
we have of the Second Doctor's era. 


The Wheel in Space сем, enjoying a brief 
Punch-up, don't stand a chance. 

Pushing the tce Warriors further 
down-stage is The Last Dalek, a ten- 
minute record of the effects fimi 
{lof the Daleks, We've seen sci 
footage of hh Louis Man, friction- 
drive inferno before, but presented in 
fal, with voice-over by effects designers 
Peter Day and Michaeljohn Harris, 
we're allowed time to greater apreci- 
ate the surprising scale of the model 
work one designer able to sit ще 
Gulliver in Skaro's cityscape. 

The Suouing the шей docume 
tary is nice, but largely a going-over of 
the usual monster grumblings, Alan 
Bennion and Sonny Сапег recalling 
how much they suffered and sweated. 
The featurette is distinguished by some 
erudite audio material from the late 
Bernard Bressav. I wonder ifthis use 


‘SEEDS’ IS THE BEST COMPLETE STORY 
WE HAVE FROM TROUGHTON'S ERA 


DVD EXTRAS. 
The first spart DVD and boasting 
exceptional picture quality, Seeds stil 
finds itself facing a distraction - fight- 
ing for our attention against so seconds 
Of The Web of Fear Cut from a New 
Zealand censor reel, the scenes of Yeti 
on the attack could not be bettered by 
even the most elaborate fan imagina- 
tion, The montage puts Web well ahead 
in the nominations for the ‘New Tomb 
Award" as the most wanted lost story. 


oftaped reminicenses could one day 
extend to the commentaries? As men- 
tioned, Seed features Terrance Dicks 
and Michael Ferguson, as well as Frazer 
Hines and Wendy Padbury, providing a 
good balance of ‘in front and ‘behind 
the camera' conversation, But perhaps 
a further enhancement might be to 
drop in sections of interviews with now- 
departed contributors? A joyful "lt was 
such a happy time" from Patrick Trou- 
hon is al this superb release lacks, 


AUDIO DRAMA ВО ЧЪН. 


AUTHORS GARETH ROBERTS & C 
HICKMAN RRP £13 99 ISBN 0036 
REVIEWER DAVE OWEN 


тот its opening monologue, 
an eerily accurate summoning 
ofthe diary of Spuceog9's 
Doctor Helena Russel, 8ang- 
вепра Вахт parodies hit 
Their marks with perfect accuracy. 
Sabina Frankiyn's space medical prac- 
toner, and Graeme Garden's equally 
impotent scientist, loving portrait ог. 
Moonbase Арва profound but inef- 
fectual Victor Bergman, are so true to 
their inspirations that he accidentally 
alls her Helena at one point. In execu- 
tion, this production is flawless ай 
the right performers give ай the right 
performances, and the presentation is 
perfect, rom a suitably comic score 
toa СО cover that must have given its 
роо designer sleepless nights after 
Assembling something so deliberately 
hideous 
However, “deliberately hideous” is 
perhaps how one might describe the 
‘concept as a whole, In choosing a 
*oporificaliy bland so-called science 
Вап television genre as a backdrop, 
the writers cannot avoid inflicting 
many ofthe horrors of that form on 
their listeners, So what they get is ini- 
aly a run-of-the-mill whodunit set in 
A purely pseudo-scientifi setting. I 
you actually like science fiction, then 
Вапу Bong--Boonl may be as painful 
Te you as Spate1999: And it's only pos- 
sible to satirise BBC TV's coverage of 
the Eurovision Song Contest by aping 
i And so, what should be a quick pag 
= the presence ofan eterally-busking 
Kommentator from the Emerald Ме = 
is stretched to two episodes, The result 
‘akin to The Chichen Song fom Spitting 


Image, The spoof irritating novelty 
record became, inevitably, a real irri- 
tating novelty record. Some might 
label Bong-Sang-0-Boom!' celebration 
ofthe egregious as an example of 
Kitsch, but think the term coprophilia 
is more apt. 

So is this a Doctor Who for the 
Graham Norton audience? Quite possi 
bly it showcases big-haired Patricia 
Quinn as the kind of larger-than-life 
camp Коп who regularly graces his 
show, perhaps prompting the question 


recognisable as that of one of British 
cinema's stalwarts. Another imbalance 
is that Bonnie Langford has now 
played Mel in twice as many ofthese 
‘comic specials as she has in other Big 
Finish releases, and another straight 
appearance is now overdue. 

That's not to say that she doesn't 
work wel here. The writers employ her 
asa level-headed foil to Sylvester 
McCoy's malapropisicoveranimat 
and the running gag 8 that, forall 
seeming competence, it's invariably 
she that's wrong and he who's right, 
Crucially, this invests the Doctor with 
the authority that's necessary to guide 
‘events to their conclusion, 

s a conclusion which, thankfully, 
sees an unexpected rally, as the story- 
telling accelerates to a pace which 
more sut the tone, and revelations 
make earlier events seem less arbi- 
tray When Garden's bluffing scientist 
admits “'m Sorry, | Haven't A Clue", 
the comedy and the story blend as they 


“THE CURSE OF PELADON' PERFORMED 


BY THE ‘CRACKERJACK’ TEAM ... 


“What is she actually famous for 
doing?” And, like Norton, it has a good 
ой giggle at how ladies differ from 
gentlemen, with Quinn portraying 
Anvia, Queen of ikita, who delights 
in playing with the Doctor, her Little 
Man. Give me strength Al this hysteria 
(pun intended) falls thankfully short of 
a time-travel plot pairing her with 
King Cru 

Uke Channel g's decision to put 
Norton on five nights a week, Bang 
Bong-s-Boom displays а lack of bal- 
ance, The sustained gags are mostly 
‘ot strong enough to offset the over 
long story and, unusually, it's the 
Airplane! or Austin Powersstyle quickies 
‘that work better love the allusion to 
the infamous 1989 Brit Awards, the 
choice of Earth's future national 
anthem, and the voice ofa walk-on 
technician pointless being instantly 


‘should have ай along, rather than tak 
ing tums. After four episodes, thls at 
last feels more like Doctor Who than h 
other inspirations, Indeed, it would not 
be the first story to feature а summit 
conference attended by an initaingly 
squeaky, timid alien, at which the 
Doctor is eventually revealed to have 
been impersonating the Earth dele 
Bate, Yes, its almost exactly like The 
{une of Pladon performed by the 
собаја team, songs and all, 

Bang-Bang-a-Boom is hot nearly as 
Joyous as the same writes previous 
Christmas contribution, The One Doctor 
‘this В to be an ongoing engage: 
ment, they really ought to check 
whether people share heir baling 
preoccupation with the very lowest 
forms of entertainment и has resulted 
here in a Rembrandt of some kittens in 
a chamber pot. 
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art of The Space Pirates proba 
lem isn't that it's missing, 
but that one episode (the 
second) sil exists. А few 
years ago it turned up on The. 
Troughton Yers tape and proved to be 
every bit as dull as its reputation sug- 
gested. Of course, some things are 
better heard than seen - Ded Ringers, 
Jools Holland, the Nimon .- Last year, 
another Troughton Years refugee, The 
Enemy of the World, was totally rehabili- 
"ated by its soundtrack, turing Season 
Five's monsterless alo ran’ into its 


most exciting and listenable lost story. 
So is The Space Pirates similarly trans- 
formed? Does its lack of on-screen, 
"behind-the-sofz-ish moments make 
better audio than television? 
Unfortunately, no. A big drawback in 
its surviving episode is how litle time 
we spend with the Doctor. Sealed up in 
à section of dismantled space-station, 
he, amie and Zoe mainly fret over a 
lack of oxygen. Sadly, Episode Two is 
revealed to be a fair representation of 
The Space Pirates, the Doctor and his 
companions spending much ofits run 


adjacent to the story, either rapped 
down mine-shafts or locked up. n. 
СММ recent interview with Colin 
Baker, the actor said he thought Eric 
Saward saw the Doctor as an alo ran! 
and that's pretty much how Robert 
Holmes uses the character here, 
Holmes’ interest les with his own, 
hero, the eccentric Frontier space 
miner, Мо Clancey. Milo's character 
sation doesn't quite live up to his repu- 
tation; spoken of by Space Corps" 
General Hermack as part of a wild 
breed, who leamed to live without the 
law," what we get is less a steely Jack. 
Palance type, and more a comedy cow- 
boy prospector, Played by Gordon 
Gostelow, Міо" accent veers from the 
Wild West to a ди mmy Stewart, 
before ending up as an approximation 
‘of Comish comedian Jethro. Comedy 
characters usually receive special 
attention when discussing Holmes’ 
work, but I have problems with Milo 
Clancey, principally because The Space 
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present-day 
Scat he bach. 
Around to Ns Rutan 
drama, abouts 
терме who. 
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(Maurice Rob) te production lo 
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being там by Douglas Cami and 


дети, from David Who's nq 
тї navel, by йеп Holmes tab, 


хотон а location ad pere, The 
mer Man as somethin а fer of 
vo Из МАЙ enhance Nr 
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Pirates isn’t a particularly funny story, ^ and inappropriate, 


MYTH MAKERS 54: ог strong enough satire to support Even so, looking at The Space Pirates 
¡CARY him. Sure, “There's argonite in them авап early Robert Holmes script is 
КЕЛМЕ PICTURES, £12.99 thar Space Beacons”, but then probably the best and most interesting 
“There's trisilicate in them thar way to enjoy it. The comedy and char- 
Peladon Mountains” and *Lucanol in  acterisation of Milo may be heavy- 
them thar Robots of Death sandstorms", — handed, but t's a development on the. 
Those stories don’t need Wild West ` straighter storytelling of The Krotons. 


parodying, though, because the Idea is Reworking the conventions ofthe 


THIS IS ONE OF THE MOST AUDIO 
UNFRIENDLY SOUNDTRACKS EVER! 


Just windowdressing. I's the same for Western isn't as honed oras natural as 


p" The Space Pirates. n fact, the storys title the writer's later use of established 
< always seemed at odds with the motifs horror themes, but it's a beginning. 
A | it chose to work with, t's rather Ike — And for all Holmes! experience, there's 
ШИИ ИНН ИЕ НИН ШИН ^ finding The Pirote Planet being run bya something of The Space lotes forced 
1o Orford Universtiy at 17, hen a partiy-robotic Sherif Another problem humour and talkie inactivity that 
“бариулан he Royal Nawy, ty With Milo is that Holmes leaves him to recall his scripts written during the 
INC үүн агуле story's meagre humour on his Graham Willams era, 

rom cover junk op equipment, ‘own, Not part ofthe writer's usual The Space Pirates also proves to be 
ik him ose laser of double-acts, (we can't really count his one ofthe most audio unfriendly 
CIO Н ИНН excbusiness partner Dom Би who soundtracks to date, Bad audio isa 
ци їн | tums up very late on) the old case of opposites - a barrage of noise 


И ESS 
B uns fh SARAH JANE SMITH: MIRROR, | 7 ~ 
T БОЛТ [o i 
What albo made hum perfect for Doctar Whe, 4 
CERE 


Inout of place isan unhelpful as silence. Of course a 


ın good nead for he wort omnes outcome is a mystery until you're antee success in the practical. Much of 
Нь fun e Man ов, Bu or explicitly tld. Yes, Mino, Signal, the realisation sounds like a paintby- 
the haunting шим and imb e Manoeuure has much in common with — number fleshing out of the proposal, 
гэ Цол 

222 Testandisattouphbothofthem Sarah and her fellow Planet Three 

по just November. So, following a few Television alumnus, Wendy, sounding 
er ht They work bent with “better luck ext time’ results, how overformal and unnatural, Why, for 


gms a talk about their work does Sarah's latest test report look? instance, say “let's go back to the hire 


and have it lato wih photograph, Use of Minors = Erratic, Looking car" when it is the only car they have? 
They've в good wñ actor beca oF behind her, Sarah remembers to ask Conversely, there are no redundant 
рими the oii per Josh how he smuggled a gun into India, lines whatsoever each serves a pur- 
ООА Ее | butneglecistoinquirehowhegotit ° pose, usualy informing their recipient 


МОБИ аа опа отун out of Koma - 


lot ofthe contemporary appeal ofthe 
story focused around its realistic por- 
ауа! of space travel, ts extensive 
model-work inspired and executed in 
the silent style ofthe Apollo simula- 
tions. All very responsible „. but dull. 
With spacecraft and travel о at its 
heart, the story cries out for the Flash 
¡Gordon whooshes and sirens that help 
drive space operas like The Dalek 
Master Рав, Even more unsatisfactory 
isthe dearth of special sounds else- 
where, the bases and offices on Ta are 
indistinguishable from the many. 
spaceships = ай different, but all, other 
than Milo's, remarkably quiet. Even 
the mine scenes are treated with only 
the most tentative echo, Best is the 
Edwardian study that acts as Dom's 
prison, blessed at least with the tick of 
a grandfather clock. 

Overall, the story is one ofthe most 
unatmospheric examples of the series 
Ive ever experienced, Good news for 
Frazer Hines, though - the extensive 
narration required for this CD release 
probably triples what he got to say the 
first time round 


mystery. Miss Winters, played as com- 
mandingiy as ever by Patricia Maynard, 
‘once again wants to damage the plan- 
et, and hold it to ransom, but to what 

| were never told. In fairness, ter- 
хой motives are often obscure, and 

although she staunchly denies the 
priority of any vendetta against Sarah, 
one may reasonably imagine that every 
time the fearless undercover investiga- 
tor appeared on the ТҮ in Holloway, ог 
wherever Winters spent the 19905, he 
vowed to teach hera lesson, 

Winters and her Think Tank 
cohorts’ motives are obscure, then 
equally, so are Sarah's, Afer fve cases 
m stil not sure what she's really up 
to, A broad desire to investigate the 
corrupt and unjust is easier to believe 
when there's a clear personal motive, 
be that retribution, or just the wish to 
be seen in public as a force for good. 
That desire is a terribly literal екгаро: 
lation ofthe former companions 
former profession, as if her time with 
the Doctor and UNIT did nothing what- 


SS aynamanta qaqas THE VILLAINS’ MOTIVES ARE RATHER 


a mirror 별 read OBSCURE - BUT SO ARE SARAHS ... 


Cary пайса рени! 


Archive sv how much sach of something he may usefully 


Tha eui sing den that he exploit. For all Sara's para- 

Jamena never having a “RI = as, noid silence to her allies 
whether for TV or film, that become a regarding her intentions, she 
aan pine jo ils wn right gleefully volunteers her ene- 
What can one say 1o haf but Dig тев all the information they 
VANESSA BISHOP need by her inability to make 


uninformative smal! talk. 
Sarah's falibilty is 
storys heart. By walking into 
and effective use of tablas and sitar. she faces a dramatic destruction 
Signaling - Poor. Itis impossible to worthy ofa Shakespearean tragic hero- 
tell what Sarah is going to do ext, ine, leaming she wasn’t as clever as she 
Only with hindsight was it possible to thought she was, that her fiend is her 
see where she was going. ‘enemy, that her ally has been symboli- 
Asa proposal on paper, Miror, call killed, and that she will be impli- 
Signal Manoeuvre immediately sounds cated in her enemies" scheme so that 
the most promising of Sarah's new — — she faces not only death but disgrace. 
exploits. Pivoting around the central Those enemies аге something ofa 
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sover to alter her horizons, 

The retum of a foe бот Robot is 
most apt, since that story's premise - 
ambitious fanatics, using Bond-style 
technology, just a few years into our 
future = typifies what this quintet has 
been about. There have been no alien 
invasions or abductions through time. 
Knowing properly the parameters of 
these plays, itis far more rewarding to 
experience them again- listening to 
this one a second time yields a wealth 
‘of significance absent at first. 

In theory, а second series seems like 
a good idea. But through the rear view 
miror of hindsight one sees a first 
series that took too long to settle down 
and has abruptly ended just аз it was 
shifting into top gear. = 
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Spotless sportsman or spurious 
scapegoat? Vulnerable victim or 
verbose vagabond? In the third 
part of our investigation into the 
man behind the Time Lord, 
Gareth Roberts pieces together 
the trials, tribulations and small 
beautiful events that make up 
the lives of Doctors Five and Six 


entering the town, The first signs of his “absolutely 
splendid" new self emerge wien he discovers, purely 
by chance, the TARDIS” cricket pavilion, One gets the 
impression that whatever door he had stumbled into 
at that point would have given him the vital handle he 
needed for his new life it just happens to be cricket, 
Some long-forgotten enthusiasm from his past gives 
him a fim grip on his future, Ше a chick following ie 
other. He has no idea who Adri h, but the sight of 
some cricketing paraphernalia acts as а calming balm 
perhaps because it's а reminder of more relaxed 
time, spent not n the usual Doctorsh pursuit of 


wing planets but summer afternoons, cucumbe 
sandwiches, and the most gentlemanly an 

‘of ports. If cricket equals fale play, then cricket 
‘equals this Doctor = playing by a set of simple rulo, 
and constantly frustrated by the fact the rest of the 
universe doesn't behave that way. In hi Edwardi 


The Fifth Doctor iets imad 


RECKLESS INNOCENT oc Bunsung (рот? Pole; the captain ofthe team. He always se 


to want to get back to that world, to relax on the 
тееп, to find he stil point, only for some moral 
dilemma or complicated adventure to 


rustration surrounds the Fifth to himself inthis body. tthe Doctor — ensnare him. 
Doctor, Frustration with his friends, does have an overarching personality E 
his enemies and, crucially, with through all hls ies, he doesn't er 


Мана Ти ета фиш! much are for the ith Dos and - 
їерийн ofen Fo Heleronby ml 

we sa haring тп orion Ще he White conce mac ni à 

Rab a man br whom me i басгап ои, ^ nay them, Help doe 

Hes епок unique peor avena hi crebe mind 


edhe Doctor = he shares far fewer ofthe ‘standard’ travels Though he can be ra 
Characteristics, and exhibits several traits that none of he is very rarely arrogant. "Oh 
the others seem to possess. His relationships with his по” “Гуе done t again" and 
companions are also far more complicated than any “I should have realised" are 
of his other selves whichis odd given that he isthe hiç atchpbraes 
‘what you see ls what you де Doctor, As he struggles to survive 
He sill loves science, solving mysteries, and бм. the filing regeneration, it 
ing wrongs, and responds automatically and correctly seems that be's also strug- 
when he's called upon to help, but he is a softer, more — gling to find himself, with 
gentle character, He tends to blunder through, more his weakened brain clinging 
by luck than judgement = stories like Earths and to a patchwork of 
Main Undead resolve themselves by бие and happy personalities, 


accidens rather than his direct intervention, ting to see the Doctor so 
The most notable difference between himand his vulnerable ike a non 

predecessors, and indeed his successors, й his hatched chick. This isa 

appearance. Pi sure Бабу orl were to wake up far cry fom the sudden 

tomorrow with a body and face as youthful and attrac. trances of stories Ще 

tive as his we'd be prety happy. But this ное сие. The Damons and The 

with the Doctor. When he cache sightoftherather In Enemy, where 

handsome young man he has become, he sagsand one feels that, despite 

moans that with regenerition “you never quite know the damage indicted 

What yote going to ger”, Fora man used to domi- upon himt the Doctor 

nating any situation with eres autora, youth, is still in there some 

good looks and soft blond hair must beanathemaro where, struggling to 

him. Perhaps this is why this Doctor ИН seems нийл 

uncomfortable in his own skin; he has a restless, Throughout. I 

slightly iritable quali for ar least fst wo hide Caso, the 

of his ife. And when he regenerates, he expresses hi Doctor supa 

disregard for his body - “effete” with a “feckless to find himself 

charm that simply wasa t me.” Although this comes quite lierally T ㆍ 

боп the mouth ofthe maladjusted Sixth Doctor I's — when he forges 가 

also ену accurate appraisal ofthe Doctor's ate who be is upon — 
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Ihe Zero Room we getto see him 
more as his old self- шиме, 
masterful, controlled. Unfortunately 
ths is merely a brief respite, In het, 
v arguably the only time һе is ever 

o cloricsslyDoctorsh- and at the end oft. ypical- 

'y he falls alce. Laner, after ong night's rest ar. 

Castro, he wakes with a spring in his мер, telling 

‘he Botreeve about the events of Day af th Das (f 

All things a if to prove he's back in (he driving eat 

But this confidence s misplaced = he can't even count. 

10 he and has forgotten Arie, I takes the wisdom 

‘oft child to put him together again, bur even thi in. 

Ве dawn. The Master is defeated more by his over. 


confidence in his plan than the Doctor's efforts, but, 
‘lily I"ç the effort required o canfront the Master 
io 


Organizes a running race back to the TARDIS with his 
exhausted companion. This devotion o exercise and 
"ош ir a strong contrast to his other selves, but i: 
emphasizes all the best qualities of his 

= tenaci, holding on, never saying die. Tt is also very 
diferent w the frequent sombre inertia of the Fourth 
Doctor shock for Adrie who is ateo remark ia the 
seria greatest pot-kettle-blick moment, that he's 
become “decidedly Immature”, 

His youth results in his being taken even lest 
17105 than На predecessors By au 
Briggs and Ambri are happy to write him off 
‘utter and lock him up. Bar ha does do imac any 
Үнээ by taking the би approach - bung. 
배아 into rooms warning of impending doom, 


wit nothing io back him up. Unlike the Third 

Who was regarded as u formidable opponent 
by Nis enemies stright off, or he Second. who deli 
rately реше about to put them of the scent, the 
Hf takes everything seriously and ситен but. 
because of how he looks, is not taken seriously when 
he wams to be. 

H doesn't help that just as be reaches this ба 
transitional stage he i bo saddled vith three new 
companions har he didt choose, and is worth. 
жду his relationships with all three of hem for 
What ie elis ue about him. 

‘Adi trusted and respected the Fourth Doctor, and 
the regeneration, together with the arrival of укы 
and Tegan, wrongfoots him The dynamic shifts -in 
‘Tha К f Taken and арор, the Doctor puta lot 
of uth in Adile. In Carlo ће eases him as the 
vita link between his selves - "he knows the way, and. 
be knows me”, and pleads for his aid. Whatever the 
Fourth Doctor thinks of Adri as a person, he is 
knocked out By his prodigious and very useful mathe- 
matical kills. But when the regenerative dust has set- 
ted, and the Doctor's life pets back to what passe for 
normal things stan to look very different. 

Adrie becomes a thorn in the Doctors side, a bur- 
den, an unwanted encumbrance, His adolescent 
ucheness and awkovardness around Nea contrasts 
With he Don's easy acceptance of her is Nyssa to 
whom thc Doctor talks science in Four to Охота у, 
‘being Adrie by moving her up into Number One 
So position. Is not hard to see why. Adrie is a huge. 
ibi - he fals for Monarch s utopian trash, climbs 
into the TSS and nearly massacres the Kinda, andis 
prome to jumping to wrong conclusions. These are 
тайа shared by previous friends, bur none of them 
Were so pig-headedy arrogant and unapologetic — 


witness he Doctors quietly threatening "When did 
ha” when Adrie tells Tegan the Doctor “ruined 
“everything” by rescuing him in Kinda, Is hard to 
imagine the stronger bond Between Adric and the 
Fourth Doctor developing this way- Ade needa a 
па hand, a father igure, and that s one thing the 
Fifth Doctor ван. Purely because of his appearance, 
the Doctor now lacks gravitas his wit and charm are 
more cheek, casual and seralghtfonward. Нь eure 
to Adie dot фиг Айк up, they just make hm more 
resentful The Doctors throwaway sarcasm, about 
Adris “deprived, delinquent background" in Four o 
Doomsday comes over as pan rather than authori- 
daran. IP quite clear thar the Doctor would quie 
happily do without Adrie (and Tegan, st chis stage), 
"The relationship festens away until Adie throws a 
teenage tantrum in о and threatens to run 
away, The Doctor an Dan himself for Adri. 
death, Adrie had the chance ro leave the fighter and 
typically did a ife wanted to rove to he Doctor 
Чи he could be some use for once, The Doctor is 
hardly wracked with grief afer Adri death, deciding 
10 take the giris on holiday o "cheer ш al up а 
‘Tegan notes, jun as If nothing much has happened 


Tim mo suggesting is Doctor is harta =e ef 
sacrifice av Peri proves quite the reverse = but he 
seems unwilling to dwell on the implications of. 
„Васа happened, summing up Adri death with a 
fewwelichosen words about him dying tying o sve 
others and then moving on. rs extremely telling that 
Кё nal word ar the moment of his regeneration ix 
“Ad, as На рап of him has been secretly punish- 
ing himself ид his responsibilities to his 
companions slip. ln fact, Pd suggest rhe Doctor is 
perhaps being too hard on himself, In many ways, 
Adrie was an accident waiting to happen — a compli- 
‘ated, socia geek with an overconfident 
regar for his own abilities was never going wo last 
very long in the Doctor's world. 

Nyssa һа diferent ele of fab altogether, She's 
the estin long line Susan suba — a young 
‘orphan, fry moral, intelligent and sensible the 
perfect person for the Doctor o have around. Their 
relationships perhaps the most relaxed in the serie 
history (with the possible exception fe quite simi- 
lar Mel) The one time we see them alone gehe, аг 
the very мап of Anf frt they're poi 
round, involved in Sunday afternoon ai oe t 
айу must fis hat TV ael vai The Doctor talks 
tw hers an equal, vr upfront, and the must 
antagonism he ever gets fom heri genle chiding. 
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ал odd undercurrent in their relation 
Ship. In Snakedanıe, Nyssa is crestallen when the 
Doctor does’ notice her sexier new out and 
responds rather overdrumatially when he gabs her 
to pull her over ai on their way back to the city 
Asa maturing young woman, Nyssa seems to have a 
bit fa ens on the Doctor. This isme developed at 
all brit seems perfect plausible, and justas 
sweet plausible that he doesn't register His 
respect and reliance on her is also very understar 
able ifyou'd been trough he sents OF Pour o. 
Doomsday, you'd be relieved thatar least one of yur 
companions didn't side with the enemy or go doolally 
and fy the TARDIS away. Her level-headedness бай” 
Breat value io him — there's a great moment 


in Terminus when they're up and he whispers to. 
her "Any ideas?" and he seems very respectful ofthe 
reasons for her departure, “You're a very brave 

son" is the perfect ending to thelr rather formal, non- 
tactile friendship, which shows him in bis best light. 
as do his friendships with othet female scientists like 
Todd and Jane Hampden 


gan isan encumbrance ofa different 
Kind to Айс ~ Patsy to Nyssa' Safy 
and the Doctor warming to her over 
time shines a lot more Ї on his 
character At first she is desperate to 
et home and out ofthe crazy and incomprehensible 
SF movie she's blundered into; the Doctor e quite 
happy to go along with her wishes, When she 
‘changes her mind, he doesn't, and Time Fight shows 
him using the fimsies of excuses to offload her. In 
her first бие stories, Tegan is like lan and Barbara 
turned up to eleven — essentially, she just wants Doctor 
Who, or at least her partin it, to stop. She changes her 
mind when she мап» finding hr travels "fun", but 
the Doctors hackles are never far from rising at her 
constant exasperation and impatience, "Why are 
Earth people so parochial?" he despairs in The 
Visitation, as she can never fully appreciate the com- 
plexity and variety of the universe. Tegan is a constant 
reminder, for the first time since the Brigadier, of the 


46 DWM 327 


ver human belief that he universe revolves 
Around them, and this narrowness is a con- 
Stant irritant to him. She is also loud and 
brash the exact opposite of bi though 
ood humour. 

When she Munde no the Doctor's ite 
a second time, he is none too pleased, But. 
second time around, both af them mellow — 
he is less prone to panic, handling enel 
very well on Promos fr ample and he 
Becomes amused by and fond ofher= 
“Tegan, sometimes you take my breath 
away" he cries joyously in The ue Do 
pe is also in stark contrast to Turlough 
need somebody 1 can trust” the Doctor 
Whispers to her in Enlightenment. He learns 
To play her ike a piano - wicking eroutoffer threat 
to eave in Те Kings Down. Her elinga are wien 
leaning he hides behin her 
open dislike of Turlough to play the dangerous game 
f coming Turlough over to hiç side, There ls also the 
question of Tegan’ feelings for the Doctor - Wrack. 
say there "а fascinating picture” ofthe Doctor in 
gars mind. But as we know from Panna, despite 
his evident charm», the Doctoris not an adult, sexual 
man bu "an ido" echte вечен and simple. 


He is certainly crashed by Tagan s second depar- 
ture, having grown to value and like her. The violence 
and high body count Ruin qf he Dao bring 
home to both atem he prim realities of is 
eoe. Most ofibeir adventure are simply righting 
a wrong, but е sheer savagery and carnage of the 
Dalekv ld ой London, and the Doctors casual 


acceptance fi, shade Tagan, and he catches her 
rection on the rebound Esa, n the light Nis 
fure to plug Dis when he had the chance, he 
secs xa be rong to toughen up. "Н seems {must 
mend my ways, be ells Turlough, and he makes 
pod onthe pledge when he destroys Kamelion and 
‘ands back a the Master appears to perish in the 
ñumismatp ames. The departure à made more 
poignant by our superior viewpoint- unlike Tegan, 
we aw the kind-hearted Doctor unable to pull he 
trigger on Davros, At the same time, he knows 
“paradise is lite to green for me”. He can't lve 
with himself but he can't ine the quiet ие either 
He's the Doctor -whether he likes kor not. 

At the same tme, he is prepared to see the best la 
Turlough He knows from the moment he meets him 
that something is awry, but plays along with him, git- 


ing the boy enough rope to vindicate himself, Even as | 


the Black Guardian presents Turlough with 
Enlightenment, be stands back, quietly and conf 
dently assured that Turlough will make the right 
choice. The events of the Black Guardian trilogy 

show him in an untypically Machiavellian light. and 
like М dealings with the Gravis and Sotz, show 

that he can be just as devious and mysterious as his 
predecessors when the occasion arises. 

Another point worth noting is his strained relation- 
ship with the TARDIS. It certainly gets more use in 
his tenure, but itis more temperamental, forever 
being caught in force fields, warp ellipses and time 
corridors and shaking him about. With the Time 
Lords, his attitude seems to be to sensibly keep out of 
their way ifat all possible; when Flavia offers him the. 
Presidency his reaction is to run for the hills. 
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In fact is this Doctors reaction to the morals of 
the universe he travels in that show us the unique ele 
ments of his deeply uncynical character, On many 
‘occasions he is confronted by some terrible sacrifice; 
he only alfsuspects his terminacion by the Time 
Lords has been staged, and disarms Nyssa when she. 
tres o ave him - and Ís filly prepared to forfelt his 
regenerative powers ifie wil mean saving Nyssa and 
Tegan in Maudrys Не despalrs of the deaths of the 
Siluians and humana on Sea Base 4, Like the Fourth 
Doctor, he ls constantly surprised and disappointed 
when othess don't share his devotion, responsibility 
and friendship. This is displayed nowhere better than 
in his defining moment; his speech to the Cyber 
Led made more poignant by is close proximi to 
his fi day out at the Cranleighy charity cricket 
‚mach, "When did you last have the pleasure of 
felling a flower, watching а sunset, eating a well 
Prepared meal? For some people, small, beautiful 
‘events are what life ls all about” He defines himself 
as the embodiment and defender of these values - 
forthe ephemeral and against the Eternals, showing 
the Doctor'v'crusade in a more emotional light. 


we 


This is terribly fining - any Doctor was going to 
rere and find the stil point, it would be the Fifth. I's 
also what acts as ће motor of his demise. Plunged 
Into the dark, immoral and greedy word of 
Androzani, he is determined to save Рей ftom spec- 
troxtoraemía and Jek's thoroughly caddish and un- 
British desire to ravish her. He values her life above 
his own, throwing himself physically into terrible 
danger the good old-fashioned sportsman to his 
dying breath. 


he Sith Doctor is, on the face ofi, 
everything people think he is = 
brash, arrogant, unpleasant and 
dangerous to know. But as he tells 
Us himself, a litle disingenvously, 
and fiom his perspective, look- 
Jng out from inside the сон, things look different. 
Many ofthe Doctor's perennial faults, which in 
is other selves are endearing, are emphasized in 
his sixth personality His reckless curiosity is now 
dangerous and foolhardy; like Sarah Jane, Romana 
or Tegan before her, Perl is often keen to get away 
n the early stages ofan adventure, and the Doctor 
seems ro be barely listening, But the Doctor never 
before seems to show such itle attention to his 
‘compunion’s wishes, “Absolutely right" he 
responds to Peri's misgivings as they explore 
Ravolox, "We тим find out what's going on hen 
Mis tendency to enthuse about something only 
ча drop И moments later when а fresh стал strikes 
him = whieh we see In diluted form it stories like 
Underworld ог Prag = ls also exaggerated, At the 
чап of atik af he Gym he's embarked upon 


some ill-advised tinkering with the TARDIS which 
has placed he and Peri in terrible danger. His over 
confidence in his own abilities means that he 
tends to underestimate the trouble he's in; he 
asses himself, thinks he can sweet-talk some 
rowdy Luddits, marches brazenly into the caves of 
‘Thoros Beta while knowing it's Sis home ground, 
He thinks he can deal with anything. Of course, 
he's entitled to think of himself as a genius, which 
makes him even more irritating, We've seen this 
before in the Doctor, right from the moment the 
Bist Doctor boasts to Susan that he's blinded the 
sensors of the Dalek city, as its inhabitants creep 


The Sixth Doctor 


HOT-HEADED BRAGGART ос FLAWED Genus? 


comers ofthe other Doctors, He'll 


up behind him, but never has he been so 
casual and so clumsy. Ни response wa 
problem he's not sure about is to lunge at 
it even more bullishly as in his sehool- 
теша to take hls tial seriously, 
The Sich Doctor is often criticized for 
his lack of morality, but there is a good 
argument that he the most moral 
ofthe Doctors, He seems never to. 
question his role righting the 
universe's wrongs = nho ehe is 
there?" he says and relishes con- 
feontaton with an enemy In stark 
‘contrast his predecessor, he В quite 
willing and able to mock the Borat's 
disfigurement, or berate Dratho for 
hls hubris. He knows who the bad 
ips are, and loves fighting em. 

Me has regained afirm moral stand: | 
Point he understands the Kan’ 

¿allows motives und loathes thems, | 
Barbo doesn't cutie moral — | 


diryhisom — | 
hands = shedding 9 
no wars forthe 

ин of Varon, 

and hunting 
Shockeye down | 
when therein no | 


condemn Shockeye for what he b 
— it пију the murder of scar 
which licenses the Doctor to kil. 
{every Vervoid мэ to die, then 
every Vervold must die. If the. 
Mentors are selling arms по primi- 
tivos on Thordon, the Mentors 
must be stopped, In effet, he 
making good the Fifth Doctors 
promise to ‘mend his way‘. There 
Isto be no more hand-wringing 
and sbilyshllying when lives are 
at stake, Sometimes his willing- 
ness 1 divide people into goodies 
and baddies shocks even himself ~ 
Witness how he berates Манай 
over Lyon in Attack. 

тїз aw ithe eun actor playing 
Чи part of the Doctor he walls 
‘through his adventures ara Kind 
of disconnected distance, often 
seemingly concerned with how. 
events inconvenience him person- 
ally, and the wider problem at 
stake, but ignoring everybody and 


= ~ 


sensual pleasures 
in lb own Jules” 
adding several in 
There ls also, of course, the matter of hls cloth- 
ng. Wa quie likely that most ofthe individual 
components of his dress could have functioned ax 
part of some other ensemble, but tha coat ls some- 
thing ehe entirely. Where he picked it up well 
never know, but it seems unlikely that t could have 
‘been worn by anybody other than a professional 
entertainer; а clown (as Не describes hinself in the. 
Vervold story) or a showman, He picks И out when 
he's stil dangerously unstable but he never 
changes it when he has the chance. He must like 
ít, Why? Unlike bis other selves, who liked to stand 
itle, ft screams "I DON'T CARE’ at the uni- 
vers. Itis rejection of other people's opinions, 
the badge of a fierce individualist. But as we know 
from our own time period, and modern dandies 
бот Jarvis Cocker to Laurence Llewellyn-Bowen, 
the entire point I chat other people do notice and 
‘are, The Doctor wants to be remarked upon, to 
stand out, to make un impact. In thi body that 


everything else. This is an extension of the Fourth 
Doctor's skewed priorities, but this time heavily 
angled to his own vanity rather than general aes- 
thetic observations. There's no doubting how 
much he fancies himself, Initially he looks like a 
spoilt, chubby angel. He's also happy to extol 


desire is cranked up to a ridiculous level. 
He leaps into his new self with unparalleled 
gusto, seemingly already fully-formed from the 
moment he sits up to confront Реп. The very first 
‘words he speaks tell us a lot about him = he's 
wordy, confrontational and pleased with himself 
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Butan The Twin Dilemma unfolds, we ger more 
ркен of the conflicts boiling inside him, Like 
тои евон he's hiding a frightened hurt child 
within Ме pleads with Peri for help and castigates 

ат for attacking her by threatening to become 
a hermit, But his вай ыша sulks (he has more 
when the regeneration hay stabilized, in Vengeance 
on Varon for example) ae just another type of 
grand, dramatic gesture = another facet of his self- 
absorbed personality. When he's done wrong, he 
doesn’t apologize; he retreats into himself and 
makes а display of his despair. He pretends to 
want to be alone, bur given what we know of hiw 
showing off this seems very unlikely, ав there'd be 
nobody to show off to, 

He's а walking exclamation mark, forever 
rolling words round his tongue like an acto, His 
love of lyricism isa central key of his character = 


Doctor 
“мана 


he hope hell eventually get back o being 
She never realises that she's stuck with 


this newaelf whether she likes it or not, but she 


doesn ee the Doctors reaction to 
Aumael' death, and we do. He a зай 
capable of ward and fendi, 
remembering a drunken night wR 
тен fondness something thateasts a 
different complexion ов Ше Fourth 
Doctor), despite hi protests that he's 
alien, Init given Үй very different 
tclationshipwith Me, Pm going o 
ем that ir isn't humans the Doctor 
иза problem with, irs Peri Sheis 
reluctant, nervous and confrontation: 
al. he wants odo something, oddi- 
on she doesn't. She does nothing 
much but worry and complain. “WHE 


what other Doctor could come out with observa- 
tions like “fruit-soft flesh peeling from the bones", 
“microcephalic apostate" or 1 may be forced to 
resort toa modicum of force"? He has ће flowery 
language and intonation ofa nineteenth century 
poet, and he is always ready to deploy an appropri- 
ate quote, One gets the impression afa mass of 
book learning that's always to hand. 

For Peri, used to the "almost young" and 
“sweer” Fifth Doctor, this comes as a terrible 
shock. She seems to be waiting for him to settle 
down — as late as The Tiso бойоп even he admits he 
still feels unstable but this never really happens, 
and it takes her apparent death to shock him into 
it This must be he reason Peri stays with the 
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do you do in there [the TARDIS)?" 
asks George Stephenson, “Argue, 
mainly." says the Doctor, and he's 
night. Peri is the least suitable com- 
panion for any Doctor — let alone the 
Sixth, In fact, he seems to like her | 
more than she likes him, at least as 
someone to show offto. On several | 
occasions he is mortified when he 
believes she has died, and her | 
apparent death on Thoros Beta 
unnerves him far more than the 
death of Adric. Beneath their bitch- 
ing, the Doctor possibly still 
believes he has a responsibility to 


® 


х 


her. And like Adric before her, Реп seems just to 
want ег Doctor =the man who saved her life no 
questions asked - to come back. 
‘he finer details Ofthe narrative of The Tal ОГА 
Time Lar are legendarily complex and unclear, and 
nowhere more so than in Perl's demise, s proba- 
bly because the exact nature of being “taken out of 
time" are, as Meglos might say, beyond our com. 
jon, and we aren't sure how much ofthe 
evidence was fabricated. Ifthe Doctor 
was simply kidnapped by the Time Lords, then 
eri must have picked herself up, dusted herself 
down, and made the best of a bad lot by settling 
down with Yrcanos, But then why didn't the 
Doctor go back for her, at least to apologise? 1 
suggest that in the Doctors original timeline, his 
ruse of co-operating with the Mentors, which he 
typically takes much further han any other of hls 
selves, would have succeeded, Не raced Into che 
Jab in time to save Peri, if not Sil, Kiv ahd Crozier, 
from Yícanos, If this was so, it could be quite 
understandable if Peri at this point Js eld him to 
clear ofFand stayed with Yreanos, leaving him to 
slope offalone and meet Mel. The Valeyard, with 
his privileged insight into the Doctors exper! 
ences in that uninterrupted timeline, selected this 
“adventure as his prosecution evidence, since i 
showed the Doctor in his worst light and required 
the minimum of tinkering, Confused? 50 am 1 


^m even more confüsed by the out-of 
time Doctor's access to the Matrix 
presumably he wasn't allowed to see 
very Far Into his future; or is one of the 
OF returning но! time that one. 
Joses one's memory of what happened ‘out of ir 
(as soem to be the case In the multi-Doctor но 
xica)? Whatever the case, the central plank of the, 
[Doctors defence - that he “improves” ~ can't be 
denied. He is a changed character during hi 


adventure aboard the Hyperion Ши calm, rational 


considerate and empathic - even self-deprecating! 
The only other difference in that setup a his 


í 


Companion, and Не заври worth looking = 
ima, Те Doctor and Me scan never tole 
‘rone wor. Like him she is агу ile Val p 
Somewhat cent, and дейд cle 
“nd moral She very mach bald the upper land, ~ 
chastising him for holding back getting involved. к disguises and of course the Vi 
inthe murder They are both adeten the ne 
redo that anarchy cannot pera: and he 
Ran, he says he chose МА м companion 
And in the Uma we sec them gether e ich n e Па 
Deere ei = 사경 Dortorish lapse of their civifization. Untouched by m * 
igure, More than with anybody else but the back o his discovery ө ‘a al Odes 
Brigedier ama Sarah, Nel seems eth Donors Û TS ka a 
lend; a person he likes being around. меката ен a de dier in he actor 
"heno gher va te Doctors bi ЕРА A aio un 
moment his outburst against the High Cour head hurt.) He m dolar 
han leri have ald wane ar od bemos 
обети rte hl secrets, duping at Bene he knows loe e Wd. 
йел} the Buser he Dora sore beeb Û STEES NS нш 
ишлей. е he lay rer | e ЦЭНД 
Amp ro moid te inana he hanan | e 사아 ар, 
tured uct coran oa wit te ГАЛУУ шше 
fies point-blank to belive the were responsl- [yatay EN д 
Мей е much уй mn улс up e Th aac 
Staion Camera, This come just about at the same [iar Me Mobo Унсуан зам hoy 
moment he realises that he i, himself, a bein self appointed meddle 가수 
9900060000000000900000000046000400 Өрөнд байан 
Sf lok wne нм il buone enanas, 
mde ВАС ec eo ng айн ENT 42. 
тн the Sach Doctor's final ing - atruggllng, ТӨРЛИЙН өрж 
against the odds, with the very worst things trap of adduci rend емәре 
about himself = proves he is innocent ofall the туй another fantasy, a that te 
charges levelled арии him by the me Lo 0I Vupped the Мыл» for erm i 
And by u ЗӨ ut nov go o Он 
Aching enough lan ` head 
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